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ARTICLE XVII. 
Remarks upon Archimedes’s fetting the Roman 
Ships on Fire with Burning-Glaffes at Sy- 
racufe, and on Hannibal’s diffolving the Alps 
with Vinegar, in his famous Paffage to Italy 
JSrom Spain. 





By CHARLES LAMOTTE, D.D. 


Credat Fudaus apella. Hor. 
Sic tranfit per manus traditus error. SENECA. 





$ IR, 
Boee OT HIN G has fpreada greater Dark- 
fay, nefs over the early Ages of the World, 
fey nothing has more contributed to the 
Boxy corrupting and falfifying of Hiftory, 
. than an eager Defire fome Writers have 
had of relating ftrange and wonderful Things, to 
amaze and furprife, and by Confequence to delight 
and entertain their Readers. It was this that firft 
gave Rife to the Heathen Mythology, or the Hif- 
tory of the fabulous Times, when every Thing 
Was 
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was dreffed up and magnified into a Miracle, when 
the moft common Occurrences in Life, fuch as the 
Voice and Flight of Birds, the fweating of Stones 
and Statues, were improved into Omens and Pro- 
digies ; and thofe Men, who, in their Time, had 
madeany Figure inthe World, who by their pro- 
moting of Arts and Sciences, who byjtheir ufeful 
Inventions and Laws had been beneficial to their 
Country, or by their Wars and Conquefts, their 
Plunders and Ravages, (which, through a falfe 
and deceitful Glafs paffed in thofe early Ages for 
true Honour and Glory) had been the Plagues and 
Scourges of Mankind, were deified.and confecrated 
after their Death, and became the Objects of the 
Adoration of the World. But though the Learn- 
ning, Knowledge, and Clear-fightednefs of later 
Ages, have in fome Meafure cleared up thofe Mitts, 
and difpelled that Darknefs, yet fomewhat of that 
Spirit hath ttill remain’d, fomething of that Humour 
has infected fome later, and otherwife judicious 


Writers, of retaining marvellous and wonderful 
* Things; and chufing rather to delight and fur- 
prife, 


* Of this Nature is the ridiculous Story which Mr. EZachard 
has thought fit to infert in the Book of his Hiftory of England, 
wherehe very gravely relates, that Oliver Cromwell had oncea 
folemn Meeting and Conference with the Devil, in a Wood, 
wherein he begged hard of Satan to grant him a longer Leafe 
of Life ; and that Colonel Lind/ay, who was prefent at this In- 
terview, heardthe Devil declare that he would grant him but 
feven Years more; atthe End of which Cromwell did exa&ly 
dic. A filly Story, that has been a at by all Men of 
Senfe, as only fit to pleafe and amufe old Women and Chil- 
dren ina Winter's Evening by the Fire Side. Nay, eventhe 
Lord Clarendon himfelt, that judicious and elegant Hiftorian, 
is not wholly free from that Spirit of Aretalogy, and retailing 
of Wonders. Witnefs the Story he relates of the Ghoft of Sir 
George Villers, Father to the Duke of Buckingham, which ap- 
peared, and (like a right and true Ghoft) appeared juft three 
‘Times in the Night to a Gentleman at Windfor, who had been 
his Schooltellow, and old Acquaintance, charging ert: ‘f 
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prife, than rightly to inform and inftrué their 
Readers; of which I fhall give fome Inftances in 
the Courfe of thefe Remarks. There is perhaps no 
Fact in Hiftory that has been more readily received, 
and generally believed, than this which I propofe 
to examine in thefe Papers. Antient Writers are full 
of the many Wonders performed by Archimedes at 
the memorable Siege of Syracufe, which he for 
three Years defended againft one of the ableft Ge- 
nerals, and the beft Troops in the World at that 
Time. Polybius, Livy, and Plutarch, have de- 
{cribed and related at large the wonderful Worksand 
Fortifications which heraifedagainft the Enemy, the 
vaft Cuts and Trenches he made to !et in the Sea, 
to fecure the Place, and if it was poffible, to*render 
it impregnable; laftly the amazing Machines he had 
contrived to {natch up the Enemies Ships, to turn 
them upfide down in the Air, and then dafh them 
in Pieces agafhft the Waves. Many Ages after, 

aelzes, a modern Writer, a very indifferent Au- 
thor both in Verfe and Profe, and a vain * are 
rozant and prefumptuous Man, whofe Works are 
full of Trifles and Impertinence, has thought fit to 
graft a new Wonder upon thefe Facts, and to fling 
in aCircumftance purely of hisownInvention, name- 
ly, That that great Mathematician, by the Force af 
his Burning-Glaffes, fet the Roman Ships on Fire in 


a ftri&t and ftern Manner, to goto his Son the Duke, and to 
tell him that, if he did not do fomething to ingratiate him- 
felf with the People, or at leaft to abate the extreme Malice 
that they had conceived againft him, he would be fuffered to 
live but a fhorr Time; which Paffage has been cenfured by 
many judicious Men, as trifling and childifh, as unworthy of 
that noble Writer, and asa Stain and Blemifh in his excellent 
Work. 

* Learned Men, (faith a judicious Critick) are fhocked at 
the Pride and Infolence of Zzetzes, and cannot bear the many 
trifling and impertinent Things that appear every where in the 
Works of that Writer. 
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the Harbour of that City ; in which he has been 
moft faithfully copied and followed by fucceeding 
‘+ Writers one after another, till in Procefs of 
Time, by the Credulity of Mankind, the Thing 
has been as firmly and readily believed as the beft 
attefted Faét in the moft ancient and authentick 
Author: And thus it generally happens. A bold 
Writer fhall fling ina Faé& of his own into a 
known Piece of Hiftory ; a fecond, with farther 
Circumitances, repeat it after him ; a third, to give 
it a greater Air of Probability, adds the Names of 
the Places, and the Perfons concerned. Sic tranft 
per manus traditus error. Thus Errors are handed 
down from one to another, till the World, for 
Want of adue Examination, comes at laft to ad- 
mit that for a Truth that has no other Foundation 
than the flender Credit of the firft Reporter, who 
very often wants a Voucher for higfclf. This is 
what has been done by fome otherwife very great 
Writers. Even Livy himfelf has not been wholly 
free from it, Livy; who is efteemed the Prince of 
the Roman Hittorians, whofe Stile (as Tully faith 
of Xenophon’s) fluit melle dulctor, who for Beauty of 
Language, and Elegancy of Expreffion, has ex- 
ceeded all Writers before or after him, and whofe 
* Accounts are not bare Defcriptions, as thofe of o- 
ther Authors, but fo many lively Pictures, and 
Images difplayed to the Eyes of his Readers ; and 
yet it is certain this great Man, for Want of a due 
Check and Guard upon himfelf, and through too 
great a Defire of retailing Things marvellous and 
itrange, and of pleafing and jurprifing, rather than 
inftruéting his Readers, daes not always confine him- 
felf within the Bounds of Truth, but fometimes 
flings in Circumftances which he could not but know 


t+ The Truth is, moft Writers are like Sheep, when one 
Jeads the Way, the others follow of Courfe, without ever 
conlidering whether the Leader really goesright or wrong. 
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to be falfe, and which he had been fuffcientiy 
warned of, and directed to avoid, This, you'l 
fay, Sir, is a very heavy Charge upon Livy. [ 
own it, am heartily forry for it, and would give 
any Thing to clear, and bring himoft ; but that I 
fear it would only be Jaterem lavare. 1 could pro- 
duce many Inftances of this in his Writings; but, 
left I fhould be too tedious and prolix, I fhall con- 
fine myfelf to two Particulars, which relate to the 
famous March of Hannibal trom Spain to Italy, and 
his Paffage over the Alps, from whence, like a 
Flood or Torrent, he poured down upon the Ro- 
gnan State, which makes one of the moft beautiful 
Defcriptions in all his Hiftory. The firft of thefe, 
his March, he ufhers in with an Apparition, 
which he faith Fupiter {ent to the African General, 
to incourage him in his Defigns, and promife him 
Succefs in his Expedition. Not content with this 
Fable, when he comes to his Paffage over the Alps, 
he tells us he fet thofe vaft Rocks on Fire, and then 
diffolving and melting them with Vinegar, forced 
his Way through thofe rugged and craggy Hills, 
which ftopped and obftructed his Paffage ; not con- 
fidering the Abfurdity, not tofay, the Impoffibility 
of the Thing, and the vaft Quantities of that Li- 
quor which muft have been necefflary for fuch a 
Work. Now thefe aretwo Facts, which (as I faid 
before) he muft know to be falfe, and which he 
was fufficiently directed to avoid, and that by the 
fureft Guide, and the beft * Hiftorian of his Time 3 
{-mean Polybius, who had been acquainted with 


* Polybius is reckoned by Tully ‘among the beft Authors, is 
honoured by Valerius Paterculus with the Name of an excellent 
Genius, recommended by Cafaubon for Dignity and Veracity, 
and was in fuch Efteem among the Romans, that the famous 
Brutus, who died at Philippi, lin the moft perplexed Part of 
his Life, could find Time and Leifure to make an Abridg- 
ment of his Works. 
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fome that had been perfonally concerned in thofe 
Carthaginian Wars, who had actually had a Share 
of them himfelf, and was fo exact and fcrupulous to 
deliver nothing but the Truth, that he went in 
Perfon to view the Scene of Action, and to fee every 
Thing upon the Spot. It may be perhaps faid that 
Livyhad never feen the Account of Polybius ; but this 
is without any Manner of Grounds, fince any one 
that compares thofe Writers may eafily perceive that 
Livy had then the Hiftory of Polybius actually be- 
_ fore him, from which he has taken, I will not fay 
fome fingle Paffages, but alfo copied whole Books 
from him, and even this very third Book ; from 
whence he has taken all that relates to that Gene- 
ral’s Expedition into Jéaly, the Exploits he per- 
formed, and the Victories he gained in that Coun- 
try. Let us now fee what this judicious Writer faith 
of thefe two very remarkable Facts related by Livy. 
He mentions indeed the Spectre that appeared to 
Hannibal as he marched to Rome; but only men- 
tions it to reject itas a Fable, asa Thing unworthy 
of an Hiftorian, and only fit for Poets, that are 
fond to have Recourfe to Machines to bring down 
their Gods, and carry off their Heroes. Asto the 
laft of thefe Faéts, I mean the Circumftance of the 
Vinegar, he has not indeed taken notice of it, but 
has faid enough to have hindered Livy from fplitting 
upon that Rock: He blamesthofe Writers that had 
given fuch frightful Accounts of the Ruggednefs 
and Difficulty of paffing over the Alps, and taxes 
them with Falfehood, fince they could not but 
know there was a Road ready made over them; 
and that the Gauls, who dwelt on the Banks of the 
Rhine, had more than once or twice marched that 
very Way into Jtaly, to fuccour the Cifalpine Gauls 
againit the Forces of the Romans; to which he 
adds, that Hannibal, who knew the inveterate Ha- 
_tred of the Inhabitants of that Country againft the 
Keomaus, took his Advantage of it, and made ufe 
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of them to guide and direct him through the moft 
hard and difficult Paffages: In all which Polybius 
may be depended upon, fince he had not only his 
Accounts from thofe that were actually concerned 
in thofe Wars, but had alfo, as he faith himfelf, 
travelled on Purpofe to the very Spot of Ground, 
and taken a View of the 4/ps, that he might not re- 
late any thing but what was exactly true. Now atter 
{fo exaét an Account, after fo formal and folemn « 
Declaration of this excellent Writer, what can we 
think of the ftrange Narrative of Livy? of the 
Phantom that he faith appeared to that Car‘t agintan 
General? the fetting thofe vaft Rocks on Fire, 
and the Vinegar he infufed to melt and diffolve 
them? What can we, I fay, think of thefe, but 
that they were purely the Fictions and Inventions 
of that Writer, who rather chole by thefe to fur- 

rife and amufe, than rightly to inform and to in- 
itruct his Readers? * Many Years atter, Fuvevia! 
takes this Story from him, which may perhaps be 
excufed and allowed ina Poet, to embellifh his 
Writings. He faith, that 


Hannibal the Pyrenzeans pa/t, 

And fteepy Alps, the Mounds that Nature caj?, 

And with corroding Fuices as he went 

A Paffage through the living Rocks he rent. 
Dryden Juven. Sat. x. v. 24, 


* T have often thought that Livy took his Account from fome 
olderWriter, where, by afmallA Iteration of a fingie Letter,the 
original Word acuto might have been changed into aceto. Now 
acutum, as we learn from Vegetius, fignified among the Romans, 
an Iron Nail, or Wedge, to fplit or divide any hard and folid 
Subftance ; and this I take to be a true Reading in Fuvenal, 
EP montes rupit acuto; where the Word rumipere does not im ply 





melting or diflolving, the Effe& of a corrofive Liquor, 
tearing and rending the moft hard and folid Rocks. ‘1 
you will fay is a mere Suppofition, without any Proof. Lew 


ur 


it, and would rather fuppofe any Thing than admic che Vly 
Story of the Vinegar. But fince it is a meer Conjecture, 
though I believe it is intirely new, I wi!l not efpoutle it far- 


ther, nor lay a greater Strefs upon it than it weil Dear: 
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Which Mr. Lee has thus imitated in his bombatt 
and lofty Stile 


Hurl’d dreadful Fire, and Vinegar infusd, 
Whofe horrid Force the Nerves of Flint unloosd: 
Made Nature ftart to fee us root up Rocks, 

And open all its Adamantine Locks. 

What After-Ages foall with Pain believe, &c. 


Upon fuch Authorities, fuch flender Grounds as 
thefe, the Matter has been as firmly and as readily 
believed, not only by the Boys at School, and the 
Youth in the Univerfity, but alfo by the Generality 
of Mankind, as the beft attefted Fat inthe Roman 
Hiftory ; though Mr. Gulliver, a Writer of great 
Weight, and whofe Credit and Veracity have never 
yet been queftioned, has declared, that he faw 
Hanutbal in another World, who affured him that 
it was alla Story, andthat he had not at that Time 
fo much as one Drop of Vinegar in his Army. 
Now this, Sir, is the very Cafe of Tzetzes. He 
found many Wonders related about Archimedes by 
the antient Writers, and, to embellifh his Poem, 
and to give it fome Embroidery of his own, has 
flung in this Circumftance of the Burning-Glaffes, 
in which he has been copied by Jater Writers one 
after another, till the World by Degrees came to 
believe a Faét, which from the Nature of the 
Thing itfelf, and the very flender Grounds it has to 
{upport it, fhould have been long fince exploded 
and reyeéted asa Fable. I fay from the Nature of 
the Thing, Kircher, a Mathematician of fome Fi- 
gure in the fixteenth Century, has, I confefs, af- 
jerted the Probability of that Faét. He faith he 
went himfelf on Purpofe to Syracu/e to examine the 
Matter upon the Spot, and finding the Diftance to 
be no more than fifty geometrical Paces, that is a- 
bout one hundred and fifty Feet, he has declared it 
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to bevery eafy and practicable. But the Mifchief is, 
that Kircher wants really a Voucher for himfelf, 
and his Credit runs as low as that of the Poet Tze?- 
zes 3 for he has been more than once accufed by 
learned Men, as a meer 4retalogus, and a great 
Retailer of Wonders, which no one ever faw and 
difcovered but himfelf. It will be faid perhaps that 
he was actually upon the Spot, and fo may be al- 
lowed to be a very competent Judge. I own it ; 
but why did he not then carry his Curiofity and En- 
quiry farther? Why did he not make the Trial 
upon the Place himfelf, efpecially living in an Age 
when thefe Burning-Glafies were brought toa great- 
er Perfection, than they can. be fuppofed to have 
been in thofe early Ages of the World, and in the 
Time of Archimedes ? Why did he not make the 
Experiment before the learned Men and Magiftrates 
of Syracufe, which would have proved the Matter 
beyond all Exception, and given a full and entire 
Satisfaction to the World ? Father De Chales, a fa- 
mous Geometrician‘in the laft Century, is not fo 
pofitive as Kircher. He thinks however it could 
not have been performed by fingle Plane Glaffes ; 
but that if it was Faét, it muft have been done by 
feveral Glafies difpofed in fucha Manner, that all 
the Rays fhould meet and coincide in one Point: 
But Des Cartes, who was very accurate and judici- 
cious in his Obfervations, having examined the 
Matter with his ufual Exaétnefs and Care, has de- 
clared it, by any human Art, and all the Help and 
Force of Glaffes, impoffible to be done. But grant- 
ing for once the Poffibility of the Fact, there is ftill 
another Circumftance that bears very hard upon it, 
and, like a dead Weight, is enough to fink the 
Account of Tzetzes; I mean, the general Silence of 
all antient Writers, For can it be imagined, that 
fuch aremarkable Circumftance fhould for fo many 
Ages have been loft and forgot, and never — 
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heard of till the Time of that Poet, who muft have 
had it by Revelation, or a Dream, fince there is 
not fo much as one Writer for almoft twelve hun- 
dred Years that has made the leaft Mention of it? 
Can it be imagined that neither Polybius, Livy, 
nor Plutarch, who have all written of the taking 
of Syracufe by the Romans, and have exactly de- 
feribed the Works and the Machines which /rebi- 
medes made ufe of in that memorable Siege, fhould 
have taken no notice of fuch a Particular, which 
they could not without the utmoft Negligence 
omit ? Since then the Natare of the Fact, and the 
flender Ground it has to fupport it, will bear fo 
fmall a Strefs to be laid upon them, it cannot be 
Jook’d upon otherwife than as the Fiction and In- 
vention of a Poet, and a remarkable Inftance of 
—Quicquid Grecia Mendax. 


Audet in Hiftoria. 


The fame Story has been reported of one Proclus, 

a Platonic Philofopher, who lived in the fifth Cen- 
tury, namely, that he in the fame Manner, and 
by the Help of his Burning-Glaffes, fet on fire the 
Ships of * Vitallian in the Harbour of Conftantinopie. 
But 


* This Vitallian was a Scythian by Birth, who, under Pretence 
of getting the Orthodox Bifhops reftored, who had been ba- 
nifhed by the Emperor maftafius, defigned to feize and 
ufurp the Imperial Throne, and befieged that Prince in Con- 
frantinople ; who, not having fufficient Troops to make a Stand 
againft him, by great Sums of Money, and many fair Pro- 
miles, prevailed with him to raife the Siege: But the Em- 
ae baulked and deceiv’d him, and deprived him of all the 

ofts he held in the Army ; and Fu/tin coming afterwards to 

the Throne, and knowing him to be a falfe, treacherous, 

and perfidious Man, and endeavouring to raife new Diftur- 

bances in the State, decoyed him cunningly to oops 
create 
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But as this is grounded upon a very weak and un- 
certain Report, and neither mentioned by Cedre- 
nus, Evagrius, nor Ammianus Marcellinus, who all 
agree that the Rebel was bought off by a large 
Sum of Money, the two Stories may even go to- 
gether, and be fent packing to the Land of Fables, 
from whence they firft arofe. But if I may ven- 
ture upon a Conjecture or two, which I fhall lay no 
Manner of Strefs upon; fuppofing there was any 
Truth in the Story, and that the Roman Ships 
were actually burnt there, I am apt tothink 4rchi- 
medes employed other Means to compafs his De- 
fion ; and that he might make ufe of Arrows with 
Firebrands fixed to them, as the King of Lombar- 
dy did before Padua, which by that Device he fet 
on Fire, and reduced to Afhes; or that he had 
made ufe of Fire-fpouts or Pumps to fling in li- 
quid Fire into the Enemy’s Ships, which, by a 
poetical Fancy, might eafily be improved into 
Burning-Glaffes. And this is no Notion and Chi- 
mera of my own, nothing but what has been done 
and aétually practifed by the Chriftians in the 
Holy Wars againft the Infidels, when by thefe 
Spouts and Engines the Greeks (as is related by 
Writers of unqueftionable Credit) deftroyed a 
Fleet of three hundred Ships of the Saracens, 
Men and all, in their Harbour. As I verily be- 
lieve that many Inventions which pafs for modern 
ones, are but a * Revival of what had long fince 
been 


created him Conful, and at the fame Time ordered him to 


‘be put to death in his Palace. See Cedrenus, Evagrius, and 


Ammianus Marcellinus, 

* Many Inventions have been owing to mere Accident and 
Chance ; and the fame Accidents meeting again may prodifte 
the fame Effects. The fame Induftry, * at of Genius, and 
way of Thinking, may have led Men into the fame 2 - 
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been found out, and by fome Accident or other 
loft again. Jam apt therefore to think that this 
Invention of liquid Fire, having been loft fince the 
Age of Archimedes, was revived by the Greeks in 
thofe religious Wars ; as it was found afrefh by an 
Englifo Engineer in the late Wars of Flanders, 
who (as I have been informed by Perfons of un- 
queftionable Credit) by his Application and In- 
duftry had difcovered and renewed the Secret of 
this Jgnis Grecus, offered his Project to the late 
Duke of Marlborough, and undertook, by fuch 
Spouts and Engines fet at proper Diftances, to 
burn and deftroy whole Squadrons and Batallions 
at once. This that merciful and compaffionate 
General looked upon as fuch a cruel and barbar- 
ous Way of making War, that he abhorr’d the 
Propofal, and rejected it with Scorn. But left the 
Projector, who was poor, as moft Projectors are, 


ftruck out the fame Difcoveries. Many have been the Opi- 
nions of learned Men in Relation to the Pixis Nautica, or Sea 
Compafs, There are few Nations but what have claimed and 
challenged the Honour of the firft Difcovery of that ufeful 
inftrument. The Opinion moft generally received is, that ie 
wag the Invention of Fobn Goia of Amelpbi, in the Kingdom 
of Naples. But there 1s juft Reafon to believe that it was of 
much greater Antiquity, and that he was only a Reviver of it, 
when it had been loft and difufed. Horace {peaks of the Re- 
mans failing as far as the Indies, 


Impiger extremes curvit Mercator ad Indos, 


Pliny relates, that fome Judians were fhipwreck’d upon the 
Coaft of Gaul, whither they came in Search of a Northern 
Paflage. The fame Writer faith, the Phaenicians and Cartha- 
ginians had failed quite round /frick, from the Streights into the 
Arabian Gulph ; which (as a learned Man maintains) without 
the Knowledge and Ufe of the Compafs was impoflible to be 
done. So that one may juttly fay of Inventions what Horace 
faith of Words, — 


Alulta venafcentur qué jam cecidere cadentque, Ec. 


fhould 


eT eed 





Art.17. For APRIL, 1739. (247 


fhould make the fame Offer to an Enemy, who 
might not dé fo generous and merciful as himéelf, 
he took care to allow him a fmall Penfion, to en~ 
able him to live eafily and comfortably at home, 
As what I have faid concerning thefe Fire-Engines 
is only a Conjecture, upon the Suppofition that 
there was fome Truth in the Story of burning the 
Ships of the Romans, (which kind of guefs work, 
I prefume, may be allowed in Effays of this Na- 
ture) I am willing to give it up, and, without 
laying a greater Strefs upon it than it will bear, 
will entirely leave it to your Judgment, to which_ 
I fhall always pay a very great Regard, being 


SIR, 
Your, OL 








ARTICLE XVIII. 


OT HING has more happily contributed 

to the vaft Spread of Literature within thefe 

three Jaft Centuries than the Art of Printing: Thofe 
therefore among us who have a Tafte for Letters, 
will always fet a Value, not only on that noble In- 
vention itfelf, but on the Memoirs of thofe who 
nourifhed its infant State, or who introduced it, 
where it has produced fuch excellent Fruits, as are 
continually proceeding from it in this Nand. This 
Obligation it is generally fuppofed we are under to 
Witiram Caxton, who flourifhed here in the 
fifteenth Century, and was the firft that exercifed 
the Typographical Art in England. A very briet 
Account was formerly given of this worthy Perfon 
inthe Prefent State of the Republick of Letters for Fa- 


ynary 17353 fince which Time a learned and in- 
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dufirious Antiyuarian has drawn up a very large . 
one.* A fair Impreffion of this was fnithed in the 
Year 1737; but one hundred and twenty Copies 
thereof only were printed off, and thofe never 
ublifhed. Having one of them at prefent in my 
Hands, I thought therefore I fhould do my Readers a 
Pleafure in prefenting them an Abftract of fo fcarce a 
Piece ; in which, tho’ as brief as poffible, I fhall come 
prife all the effential Paflages of Mr. Caxton’s Life. 
Thisingenious Artift, my Author tellsus, was born 
fomewhere in the Wealde of Kent. He was taught by 
his Mother toread and write, which was reckoneda 
very liberal Education in thofe Days, and for which 
heafterwards devoutly thanked God, fince thereby in 
his old Age he was enabled to get a comfortable Sub- 
fiftance. He was, about his feventeenth or eighteenth 
-Year, boundan Apprentice to one Robert Large, a 
wealthy Mercer of the City of Loudon, who was cho- 
fen Sheriff thereof, Sept. 28, 1430, and Mayor Oc- 
tober 28, 1439, anddied 4 D. 1441. With him 
Caxton terved out his Time, and was then {worn 
a Freeman of the Mercers Company. After this 
he feems to have continued with his Mafter, as 
a Journeyman, til] his Deaths But however thisbe, 
it is certain, Mr. Large, inhis laft Will, remem- 
bered him, and bequeathed him a Legacy of thirty- 
four Marks, a confiderable Sum in thofe Days, 
and a Teftimony of the great Efteem he had of his 
Services. Very foon after his Mafter’s Deceafe he 
went Abroad, and continued above thirty Years in 
Brabant, Flanders, Holland, and Zealand, It has 


* This is entitled The Life of Mayfter Wyllyam Caxton, of 
the Weald of Kent: the firft Printer in England. Jn which és 
given an Account of the Rife and Progre{s of the Art of Printing 
in England, during his Time, till 1493. Golletted by John Lewis, 
Minifier of Mergatein Kent, London: Printed in the Year 
1737. It isan Octavo, Pages 180. including a long Preface, 
an Index, and fome other Appendages, 
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been gueffed his Bufinefs in thefe Countries was that 
of a travelling Agentfor the Company of Mercers. 
This is uncertain, but there is good Ground to fup- 
‘ow him engaged in a mercantile Way, and to 

ave been regarded as a Man of good Experience 
therein; fince we find him, in the Year 1464, 
joined with one Richard Whitehill, Efg ; ina Com- 
miffion from King Edward IV. to continue and 
concludea Treaty of Trade and Commerce betwixt 
him and the Duke of Burgundy. 

Four Years afterthis, 1470, King Edzward’s Sifter, 
being married to the young Duke of Burgundy, 
Son of the fore-mentioned, and being attended 
from London to Bruges, where her Spoufe’s Court 
then was, by avery {plendid Retinue, Mr. Caxton 
was one of them. In what Quality he ferved that 
Princefs, wedo not know ; but it is plain from fe- 
veral Circumftances, that he was much in her Fa- 
vour, andcontinued with her fome Time. 

It was while he was a Servant of this Lady’s that 
he learned to print. This curious Art had about 
eighteen Years before, viz. in 1450, been firft 
brought to Perfection, and practifed ai AZentz in Ger- 
many. The Occafion of his applying himfelf thereto 
was as follows. Almoft immediately after his En- 
trance into herF amily ,the Dutcheis(as my Author fan- 
cies, witha View to his becoming 2 Praétitioner in 
the abovefaid Art, and introducing it into England, 
when he returned thither,) fet him upon tranflating 
a French Book, containing a Colleétion of the Hi- 
ftories of Troy, intoEngli/h, ThisTafk lay very heavy 
on his Hands, thro’ his Unskilfulnefs (as he himfelf fays) 
in both the Languages, for more than two Years; 
and he had certainly caft it away at laft unfinifh- 
ed, if his Lady had not then called for a Sight of 
the Work ; and, though fhe found Fault with the 
Stile, which fhe advifed him to amend, laid him 
‘under an Injunction of compleating it, Accord 
ingly 


"i “ ’ Ss te : = 


gS s, fs af 














250 The Works of the LEARNED. Art. 18. 


ingly he proceeded in his Tranflation, ‘* which, as 
“¢ he tellsus, he beganin Bruges, the 1ftof Marche, 
«+ in the Yere 1468, continued in Gaunt, and fin- 
“© ifhed in Colen, the 19th of Sept. 1471.” In the 
mean while divers of his Friends folicited him for 
Copies of it, and he very liberally promifed to gra- 
tify each of them. But finding it impoffible, when 
he had gone through the whole Performance, to 
tran{fcribe fuch a Number as he had inconfiderately 
promifed his Acquaintance: ‘** For as moche (to 
«< ufe his own Words) as wrytynge of the [original 
«© onc] his Penne was worne, his Hand wery, and 
«© his Eyen dimmed with over moch looking on 
¢ the whit Paper :—And that Age creped on him 
«< daily, and feebled all his Body ;” he determined 
upon another Method, whereby he fhould be in a 
Capacity of making good his Engagement: 
‘¢ Therefore, ashe adds, he practifed and learned 
<< at his great Charge and Difpenfe, to ordeyne 
‘«¢ the faid Booke in Prynte, to the End that every 
¢< Man might have them attones ; for all the Bokes 
<* of this Storye, named Tue RecuyeELty OF THE 
«© History or Troye, thus comprynted,were be- 
<¢ gonne in oon Day, and alfo finifhed in oon Day.” 

When the Book was printed, Mr. Caxton pre- 
fented it to his redoubted Lady Margaret, who well 
accepted thereof, and largely rewarded him. Dr. Mid- 
dleton, obferves,* ‘* That it has all the common 
«© Marks of earlier Antiquity ;” that ‘* the Letter 
<¢ is rude ; the Language incorrect ; and that 
‘© there is a greater Mixture of I’rench Words in it 
‘ than in his later Pieces, done after his Return 
** to Hagland; and that this is one Proof of this 
‘ being the firft Book that Mr. Caxton printed, 
** tho’ not the firft he printed in England.” 

While Mr. Caxton refided at Cologn, it is likely he 
became acquainted with Wynkyn de Worde, Theodoric 
Rood, a Native of the Place, and Tomas Hunte, his 


* In his Differtation on the Origin of Printing in England. 
own 
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own Countryman, who were all Printers. The firft 
of thef¢ icems to have come over with him, to affift 
him in the Practice of Printing, and co: itinued with 
himto'the Time of his Death, The other twowere not 
long after him, and ferupa Prefs at Oxford, where 
they printed in Latin, as will be fhewn by and by, 

When Mr. Caxton lett Cologn or Bruges, to re- 
turn to Leland, and fet up the Craft of Printing 
there, is uncertain. From feveral Circumftances 
which my Author has laid together, he concludes, 
It could not be much before the latter End of 1473, 
or Beginning of 14743 or however, that he could 
not finith any Book of Confequence till the laft 
mentioned Year.—Be this as it will, we are fure, 
that in 1477 he printed at Vefminfter ; for in that 
Year was printed there his Book, called The Diées 
or Sayenszis of the Philofophers; but whether this was 
done fomewhere in the Town or in the Abbey cane 
not be abfolutely determined: My Author, for di- 
vers Reafons that he offers, fuppofes the latter 
to have been the firft, if not the laft, Place, 
where Mr. Cax‘ou printed in this Kingdom; exe 
cept, perhaps, in his own dwelling Houle towards 
the Clofe of his Life. He 1s inclined alfo to think 
he was at work there fo early as 1474. At that 
Time the Jearned Dr. Thomas Milli: :¢ was Abbot of 
this rich Foundation. He was allo a Lover of 
polite’ Literature, and was reported to have a 
Knowled se of the Greek Tongue; an Acc omplifh- 
ment ery uncommon in thofe Days, Now it is 
not at all improbable, that when Mr. Caxton had 

made himfelf known here in England by his Im- 
preffion of The Recuyel, &c. he thould be invited 
by one of this Character, to exercifé his Art in his 
Abby, Or, it may be, this, as a convenient Place 
for that Purpofe, m may have been procured for him 
by fome of thofe many Gentlemen and Friends of 


his, whom he notes as expecting the fulfilling of 
his 
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his Promife to them of his Tranflation of Zhe Re- 
cuyel in print. However this be, it’s faid he had 
the Ambry or Almonry, which was commonly at 
the Entrance of the dy, afligned to him by the 
Abbot for a Workhoufe; and that from hence 
the Printing-Room is, to this Day, called a Cha- 
pel. 

The Game of the Chefs, my Author fuppofes 
was the firft Book printed by Mr. Caxton in Eng- 
Jand, and that inthe Year 1474. It was dedicated 
by him, To the right " le, right excellent, and vir- 
suous Prince GEORG , Duke of Clarence, Erle of 
Warwic and of Salis bury, Great-Chamberlain of 
England, and Lieutenant of Irelond, oldeft Brother 
of King edward IV. * 

The third Book Mr. Caxton himfelf mentions as 
tranflated out of Lrench into Engli/d, and printed by 
him 1s, Zhijtorye of Jaton. It has no Date ; but if it 
be true, my Author fays, that the antient Printers 
ufed to print fecond Editions of their Books not 
till about ten or twelve Years after the firft, pro- 
bably tis Book, of which there was a fecond Edi- 
tion in 1492, might be firft printed about the Year 
1475 or 6. 

in 1477 he printed a Book, as above noted, 
entitled, Zhe Diétes or Sayengis of Philofophers, and 
of Socrates, at Weftminfter. This is one of the 
Books omitted by Mr, Czxtoz, in his Recital of 
his firft Performances. It was tranflated out of 
Latin into French by William de Tignonville, who 
was Provoft of the Univerfity of Paris, 1408. 
The Englifh Verfion was made from ‘this by the 


* This is that Duke of Clarence who was, Anno 1478, im- 
peached of High-Treafon in Parliament, condemned, and at 
his own Defire, to avoid a public Execution, fuffocated 
within the Yower, in a Butt ot Alalmefey Wine. 
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noble and puiffan: Lord Antoine Wydewill*, and by 
that Lord given Mr. Caxton to print. — the Li- 
brary of ead 2th isa Manulcript of this Book, writ- 
ten in fucha hne Revzaz printed Letter, that it equals 
any Print of the fatter Ages: To it is prefixed a 
moft beautiful Painting, reprefenting King £d- 
ward, his Queen, the Duke of Clarence and his 
Children, and the Earl, in his Surcoat of Arms, 
prefenting the Book, 

The latter End of the fame Year, viz. 1477, 
Mr. Caxton printed a Book called 222 moral Pro- 
verbs of Chryitine of Pye. lt was originally 


French. ©The Author was a Native of Pia, 
and ftiled herfelf a Woman Yialiany but her 
Father: removing to Bologne in France, fhe wrote 


in the Language of that Country, and flou- 


* He was Son of Sir Richard Wydewill, the firft Earl Riecrs, 
and Brother to King Eaward’s Queen. After King Edcvard’s 
Death he was beheaded | by the Uturper Richerd UL. 

| The Frenth ‘Titie was Les Proverbes moraux, et le Livre de 
Prudence, par Ciriftine de Pitsn fille de A, ‘Thomas de Pifan, 
autrement dit de Bologne. It confitted only of two Sheets in 
Folio. It was turned into Englib by the Lord Antoine Wy- 
dewill, as we fee by the following Rhymes that are at the End 
of it, after Explicit. 


OF thefe Sayy nges Chryftine was Au@eurefle 
Whiche in makying hadde fuche Inrelligence 
That-therof fhe was Mireur and Maiftreile 
Hire Workes tetline thexperience 
In Frenfh Language was written this Sentence 
And thus Englifte d dooth hit rehers 
Antoin Widevylie therl Riaers. 
Go thou litrle Quayer, and recommaund me 
Unto the good Grace of my fpecial Lorde 
Therle Ryz teris, for I have enprynted the 
Ac his commandement foilowing euer y Worde 
His Copye, as his Secretary can recorde 
At Wefimeftre, of Feurer the xx Daye 
And of Kyng Edward the xvii Yere vraye, 
Enprynted by Caxton 
In Feurer the colde Seafon. 
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rifhed about the Year 1400.—In 1478 Mr. Caxton 
printed, in Quarto, or a imall Folio, a Piece en- 
titled, Memorare noviffima, which ‘* entreated of 
‘¢ the four laft T hings,” & &c, This was likewife tran- 
flated out of French by the abovetaid Sir Anthony 
Wideville—In 1479 came out of his Prefs, a Book 
named Cordiale, Folio, My Author fulpects this 
and the Memorare Novi/fima to be the fame. 

Whilft Mr. Caxton was thus printing Books in 
Exelifh at Weftminfler, and fo much favoured and 
encouraged by the Court, and by the principal 
Nobility and Gentry, there feems to have been fet 
up by fome Foreigner, or one who had learned 
the Art abroad, another Prefs at Oxford to print 
Books in Latin, Who this Printer was we do not 
certainly know, he having omitted to put his Name 
to thofe Books of his printed here, which are pre- 
ferved. But by fome Lztin-Vertes at the End of 
one cf them, it is intimated, that he was one Tho- 
mas Hunte an Englifhman, as afore fiid, who was 
afcerwards Partner with Thecdorick Rood. WHowever 
this be, the three following Books, which are in 
the Royal Library at Cambri lage, the Bodleian at 
Oxford, and in other private Libraries, it’s plain 
were printed at Oxford, about the Time we are 
{peaking of, , 

1, Expofttio San@iJeronymi in Symbolum A pofto- 
lorum ad Papam Laurentium — impre/ja Oxonie et 


fiuita Anno Domini Meccelxviil. xvil. dig Decem- 


ris, , 

2. Textus Ethicorum Ariftotelis per Leonardum 
Arretinum lucidifime tranjlatus, corretiffimeque im- 
preffus, Oxoniis, Anno Dai Meccclxxix. 

3. Traétatus brevis et utilis de originali peccato edi- 
tus a Fraire Egidio Romano, Ordinis frairum EHere- 
metorum Sandi n uguitini. impreffirset iinitus Oxonie, 

t Nalrvitate Dai Mececlxxix. xiii die Menfis Marcii. 
‘Lhele three Books are al! printed with the fame 
Germain 
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German Types, more _ and beautiful than fome 
more modern ones... They have all of them a very 
regular Page; there is no Catch Word, and the 
Leaves are not number’d., 

The firft of thele Books is plainly dated 
Meccelxviit. which is about eight Years after thePrin- 
ters of A@ntz were dilperfed, and carried the Art of 
ene to other Parts of Europe. This Circum- 
{tance, joined to th. u of the Type employed by this 
Died Printer, which 1s thought to be nearly the 
fame with that uf fe by Fu/?, the : firftPrinter. , tho’ fome- 
what different, has inclined feveral to fuppote, that 
one of thofe Printers from Mentz might come over 
to England, and follow his Profeffion at Oxford, 
~ my Author does not approve of this Opinion. 

In 1483, four Years after the lateft of the three 
Books, whofe Titles we have juft recited, was printed 
at Oxford, anAct of Parliament pafied, whereby leave 
was given to ‘any Artificer or Merchaunt Straunger, 
<< of what Nation or Country he was or fhould be 
*¢ of, to bring into the Realme, and fell, by Re- 
‘<< taile or otherwife, any Books written or print- 
“¢ ed.” The Reafon of this is, by another Act, 
faid to have been, that there were ** but few Prii- 
“© ¢ers within the Realme, which could well exercife 
«© and occupie the Science and Crafte of Printing.” 
This does not look as tho’ this Art had been intro- 
duced and practifed in Exgland fo long as fifteen 
Years before by fo greata Matter of it. It has there- 
fore been thought, “that the early Date of the firft 
printed Book at tOxferd i isan Error, contradicted by 
the more modern Improvements in Printing, which 
appear in the Book itfelf ; as the Neatnels of the 
Letter, and the Regularity of the Page, above the 
Performances of Caxton, or however his more early 
ones, and the Ufe of Signatures: For it’s a perfect 
Paradox, that the Art of Printing was almoft in 
sts Infancy brought to Perfection, ‘The longer 

S 3 Mr, 
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Mr. Caxton printed, the more he vifibly improved 
init. De Worde improved it to a very great Pitch, 
and was a very curious Workman; and Pznjon was 
become a thorough Matter of ic; as Palmer, him- 
felf an excellent Printer, affures us; which feems 
to imply, that they both excelled their Matter 
Caxton. Befides, if a Printer fuperior to them all 
was fetrled at Oxford, at leaft fix Years before the 
earlieft of them, it is very natural to fuppofe, that 
they who occupied this Science, would have been 
more encreafed than the above-mentioned Act in- 
timates they were. 
it’s owned alfo to be difficult to account for this 
fingle Book’s being printed at Oxford fo early as 
1468, and no other being printed there till 14795 
and then two others being printed there with the 
fame Types, and in the fame Manner :—The beft 
way of reconciling this Matter tag! Author thinks, is, 
to fuppofe with the learned Dr, Viddleton, that in- 
ftead of Mcccelxviil,theDate foul be Mcecclexviii. 
an x being dropped, either by Defign or Chance, 
as was very common with our early Printers. 
Wheiher this Oxozian Printer died, or, for want 
of Encouragement, removed from Ox; ford to fome 
other Place, is not now known. But in 1480 we find 
another in that City, one Theodoric Reed, a Native 
of Cologne in Germany, where my Author has fup- 
pofed Mr. Caxton to have known him. He conti- 
nued printing here till 1485; but how much longer 
we do not know. By fome Latin Verfes printed by 
him at the End of Aretin’s Latin Tranflation of 
Phalaris’s E.piftles, it appears, that he had a Part- 
ner, one Lhomas Hunte, an Englifhman; and it 1s 
intimated as if by his Means, > Art was intro- 
duced into England, That Art, fay the Vertes, 
which Jenfon, a Frenchman, taught the Venetians, 
the Britith Nation has learned by its own Ingenuity, 
or the Genius of one of its own Natives. Nicholas 
Tenor 
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Fenfon printed at Venice in 14703; which being, 
at moft, but the Year after.the two Spires fettling 
there, Rood atcribes to him the teaching the Vene- 
tians the Art of Prinung. So here /faute printing 
at Oxford, fo foon as four Years after Mr. Caxtox 
began to print at //elminfler, Rood feems to men- 
tion him as the firft that taught the Axel) this 
Craft. But if what is here faid does not any wile 
relate to Aizute, it muft to Caxton, fince they are 
the only Eigli/bmen who were Printers at this Time. 
But, that //vzte is the Perfon meant, feems pretty 
plain, from its being added, that the Art of Print- 
ing Latin, which was firit known to the Venetians, 
was now found by them at Oxford: Whereas Cax- 
ton printed chiefly Exgli/> Books. It is added, 
that the Exegli/hb had a Tatte of, and were pleafed 
with the Latin Tongue; and that Hunte and Rood 
printed fo many Books as to export or fend them 
abroad, or however, fufficient to fupply all Demands 
at home ; fo that there was no Occafion for the Vene- 
tians to fend any of their printed Books hither, as 
they had ufed todo. But tho’ this might be fo, as is 
here furmifed, the Care and Diligence of curious and 
inquifitive Perfons have, my Author fays, fo far as he 
knows, preferved but four of the Books printed by 
thefe two Printers, and one even of them was not 
known till very lately, 1735. Unlefs we fuppote 
Hunte to be the Printer of the three aforenrentioned 
anonymous Books in 14.68 and 1479. 

To return to Mr, Caxton; in 1480 he printed 
Thymage or Mirrour of toe World, Folio, which he 
tranflated out of French into Englifo, for Hugh 
Brice, Goldfmith, who was Sheriit of London, 
1475, and afterwards knighted, and Mayor of 
the City 1485.—Sir Hugh had it tranflated and 
printed, to make a Prefent of it to the Lord 
Haftings, Chamberlayne to the King, and Gover- 
nour of Calais. Next after this, is mentioned by 

9 4 Mr, 
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Mr. Caxton himfelf, as tranflated out of French, and 
printed by him, ‘* the xv Bokes of Mctamorphoe 
© fes, in which ben contaynid the Fables of Ovid.” 

On the 10th of Zune, this Year, he finifhed the 
Impreffion of his Book called Lhe Chronicles of Eng- 
Jand, Folio. This, he tells us, he attempted to do 
atte requefte of diverfe Gentilmen , and, that he en- 
printed it inthe Abby of We/fminfter, by London 
Before rhefe Chronicles is 2 Table of the Contents ; 
to which is prefixed the following fhort Prologue. 

«© In the Yere of thyncarnacyon of our Lord 
“© Fhu Crijt, 1480, aid in the 20th Yere of the 
*© Regne of Kynk Edward 1V. atte Requette of 
<< dyvers Gentilimen, I have endeavoured me to 
‘< emprynte the Cronicles of England, as in this 
“¢ Boke fhall, by the Sufferaunce of God, follow. 
¢¢ And to thende, that every Man may fee and 
$* fhortly find fuch Mater as it fhall pleafe him to 
“¢ fe or rece, I have ordeyned a Table of the 
«© Wiaters fhorily compiled and chapitred, as here 
€« fhall followe, which Bocke begyneth at //byne, 
‘s and endeth at the Begynning of the Regne of 
s* our Soverayn Lord Kyng Edward IV.” 

Then follows the Table, &c. which thus begins : 

Fyrft is conteyned bow Albyne with bis Syfters en- 
tered into this Ile, and named it Albyon. 

The: Book is divided into vii Parts, and cclxiii 
Chapters. The Title of the firft Capitul, as it is call’d, 
is, The Names of this Lond; and the Chapter begins 
thus: In the noble Land of Sirree, ther was a noble 
Kyng and mighty ;—which, my Author fays, feems to 


oO 
. 


Intimate as if Mr. Caxton printed thefe Chronicles 
from a Manufcript Copy, compiled by fomebody 
elie, that begins in this Manner, as he obferves more 
particularly hereafter, The Title of the laft Chap- 
ter is the very fame with that in the Chronicles 
printed with the Pruéus Temporum, by Fulyan No- 
¢4ry, 1515, Viz. of the Depo/ition of Kyng Henry vi. 

end 
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and bow Kyug Edward the iiti. took Poffeffion, ana 
of the Bataile on Palme-Sonday, and how be was 
crowned, Atthe End isthis Colophon. 
‘s Thus endeth this prefent Book of the Chro- 
nicles of Exglond, comprinted by me iiliam Cax- 
¢ ton inthe Abby of Weffminfter by London. Fyne 
© nyfhed and accomplyfhed the x Day of uyn the 
‘© Year of thincarnation of our Lord God 1480, and 
in the xx Yere of the Regne of King Edward 1V”. 
About three Months after his printing thefe Chro- 
nicles of Exgland, Mr. Caxtog printed a little Tra& 
in Folio, of the fame Size with the Chronicles, 
which he called, The De/cription of Englond, Wales, 
and Scotlond, and alfo Yrlond. This was printed 
from Fobn Trevifa’s Englifh Tranflation of Ranulph 
Higden, the Compiler of the Polychronicon, and af- 
terwards reprinted with the Frucius Temporum, &ce. 

It feems as if about this Time, 1480, or a 
little before, a third Printing-Prefs was fet up in 
the Town of St. Albans, about twenty Miles from 
London, by one whole Name, Sir Henry Chauncy 
fays, was Fobu Infomuch, who is by Bifhop Bale 
faid to be a Schoolmafter, and by Pits, a Praelec- 
tor, or Reader of the Abby of that Place. But 
however this be, we find, there was imprinted 
this Year 1480, at St. Albans, a Latin Book, en- 
titled, Rhetorica nova Fratris Laurentiu Galielmi 
de Saona ordinis minorum compilata in alma univer fi- 
tate Cantabrigie Ann. 1478, impreffa apud Villam 
Sani Albani, 1480.* . 

In 1483, it appears pretty certain, there was print- 
ed here another Book, entitled Fructus Temporum, 
qwith the Cronycle of Englond. In the Prologue to 
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* So my Author faysit is expreffed in the prinetd Catalogue 
of the late Bp. A/fore’s rare and uncommon Books. Though it 
feems there is a Copy of this Piece in Bennet College Library, 
that has no Account of the Printer’s Name, or of the Place or, 
Time where or when it was printed, 
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it wearetold, ‘* That inthe Yere 1483, at Saynt 
«¢ Albans, fo that Men may know, Thattes, 
¢¢ namely of oure noble Kyngs of Exglond, is com- 
. *¢ pylid togeder in 00 Boke.” De Worde thus 
{peaks of it, in a Colophon at the End of his Edi- 
tion of it, 1479. Here endyth this prefent Cronycle 
of Englond, with the Fruyte of ‘ymes, compyled 
in a Book and enprinted by one fometime Scolemaf- 
ter of St. Albans. This Book begins with a 
Table of Contents, next follows a Prologue, which 
begins thus : Infomocbe that it is neceffary to all 
Creatures of Chryften Relygyon, or of falfe Relygyon, 
or Gentyles or Machomites, to knowe their Prince or 
Pryncis that regne upon them, and them to obey ; fo 
at is commodious to knowe ther noble Aftes and Dedes, 
and the Circumftaunce of their Lives,—After intima- 
ting as Above, the Time when, and Place where 
thefe Acts were compiled, it is added, that, 
‘* Moreover is tranflated out of Latyz into Englifhe, 
“« fro the Begynnynge of the Worlde, the Lygnage 
<< of Crift. The foure pryncypal! Reames of 
the Worlde, that is to faye of Babylon, of Per- 
cees, of Grekes, and of Romayns, and all the 
Emperours of Rome, or Popes, by Ordre, and 
theyr Names, and many a notable Fader with 
certen of their Actes, Next are reherfed the 
Names of the Auctours, of whome thefe Cro- 
nycles been tranflated mooft. Namely, Galfry- 
des Munmouth, Monk, in his Book of ‘Brute ; 
S. Bede, inthe Actes of Englonde, in his Boke of 
Tymes ; Gi/das in the Actes of Brytagne , William 
Malmfbury, Monk, in the Actes of the Kynges 
of Englonde and Byfhops; Cafjiderus of the 
Actes of Emperors and Bifhops ; St. Aujtin de 
civitate Dei; Titus Livius de geftis Roma- 
norum ; Martyn, Penitenciary to the Pope, in 
his Cronycles of Emperors and Bifhops ; and 
namely Theobaldus Cartujienfis, conteynynge - 

66 1S 
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«* his Boke the Progreffe of all notable Faders 
‘¢ from the Begynnynge of the World unto our 
“<¢ Tyme, with the notable Ades of the fame? 
Fe. EFe. 

Three Years after, 1486, was printed here the 
following Book, thusintituled, ‘* The Lynage of 
‘© Coot Armuris, and how Gentylmen fhall be 
‘¢ known from Ungentilmen.—the Blafyn of Al- 
«¢ maner Armys in Latyn, Frenfhe, and Englyfhe x 
«© the Bokes of Hawkyng and Hunting, with 
«© othir Plefuris diverfe, tranflatyt and compylt to- 
“© oedyr at Seynt Albons, 1486, Fol.” At the End 
is this Colophon. , 

Here in thys Boke afore, are conteynt the 
Bokys of Hawkyng and Huntying, with othir 
Plefurys dyveife, as in the Boke apperis, and alfo 
of Coot Ar juris, a nobull Werke. And here nowe 
endith he Boke of Blafyng of Armys tranflayt and 
compylyt togedir at Seynt Albons, the Yere from 
thyncarnacyon of oure Lorde hu Crit, 1486. 

It is obferved of the Books printed at this Prefs, 
and particularly of this laft, that they are printed 
witha Letter much refembling that ufed by Mr. 
Caxton, in his firft Works. From whence it has 
been fuppofed, that Mr. Caxton taught the Printer 
of them his Art of Printing, and furnifhed him 
with a Prefs and Types to print at St. Albans. 

About the fame Time that the Printing- 
Prefs was fet up at that Place, there feems to 
have beentwo more erected, and wrought at, in 
the City of Lexdon, by Fobn Lettou or Letton, and 
William de Machlinia, who by their Names fhould 
be Germans. They printed together and apart. Of 
the Books printed by them we have the three fol- 
Jowing preferved. 

8. ‘Facobus de Valencia in Pfalterium.—excus. in 
civitate Londonienfi ad expenfas Wilhelmi Wilcock 
per me Johannem Lettou, 1481, Fol. — 
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2. Speculum Chriftiani—Itte libellus impreffus eft 


in opulentiffima civitate Londiniorum per Wilhel- 
mum de Machlinia, ad inftanciam nec non expen- 
fas Henrici Urankenbergh mercatoris. Without 
any Date or Name oi Place. 

3. Littleton’s Tenures,—At the End of the Book 
is printed this Co!ophon. i 

Explicint Tenores novelli impfli p nos Johez. 
Lettou, & Willz de Machlinia in Citate Lon- 
diniare, juxta ecc’az oim fcorze. 

The Letter ufed by thefe two Printers isa very 
coarfe Gothic one, and more ‘rude than Caxton’s ; 
by which it may be thought they both came from 
Meniz, or were fome of the firft Printers, who were 
- not quite Mafters of their Art. 

I now return with my Author to Mr. Caxton, 
whom we left following his Bufinefs with his ufual 
Application in the Abby of We?minffer. In 1481 
he printed a Book called Godfrey of Bologne, 
or the laft Siege and Conqueft of Ferufalem, with 
many Hiftories therein comprifed, Fol. of which 
fome Notice has been taken before. This, Mr. 
Caxton tells us, was tranflated and reduced by him 
out of Lrenfbe into Exglijbe in thabbaye of Weft- 
minftre, to thende, that every Chriften Man may be 
the better encouraged tenterprize Warre for the De- 
fenfe of Chriftendome, and to recover the faid Cyte of 
Jerufalem.—aznd prefented by him unto the moofte 
Chrifien Kynge, Edw. iiii. &c. 

This fame Year Mr, Caxtox is faid to have print- 
ec thyftorye of Reynard or Reynart the Fox, 4to. 
<¢ Wherein, fays he, ben wreton the Parable of 
** good Leryng,—for an Example to the People, 
** &c. For [have not added ne mynifhed, but have 
‘* followed as nighas I can my Copy which was in 
*¢ Dutche, and by me Willyam Caxton tranflated 
into this rude and fymple Engly/be in the Abbay 
of Wefiminfre, Sic.” f 

{n, 
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In Auguf this Year Mr. Caxton likewife enprint- 
ed into Exglifh, as he expreffed himfelf, Tully of 
old Age. ‘This, he tells us, ‘* was tranflated, and 
‘¢ Thiftoryes openly declared by thordenaunce and 
‘© Defire of the noble auncient Knight Sir Fobax 
‘¢ Faldjtoff of the Countee of Norfolk Bannerette, 
“¢ lyvynge thage of fourfcore Yeres, endurynge 
<¢ the Fayte of Armes hauntyng; and in admy- 
‘¢ nyftryng Juftice and politique Governaunce 
<¢ under thre Kynges, thas is to wete, //enry IV. 
«¢ VY. and VI. and was Governour of the Duchye 
“© of Angeou and the Countee of Mayne; Capy- 
‘© tayne of many Townys, Caftellys, and For. 
<¢ treflys in the fayd Royame of France, &c.” 
Tho’ our Printer has not named the Tranflator of 
this Difcourfe, he has been difcovered of late to have 
been Wyllyam Wyrceftre, alias Botaner. He was 
an Antiquary and Phyfician; from whence, per- 
haps, he had the Name of Botaner or Herbalift; 
and an Aftronomer of great Abilities for the Age 
he lived in. He was born at Briel, Anno 1415, 
and fometyme Servaunte, and foget withe bis reverent 
Mafter John Fattolf Chevalier, and exercifed in the 
Werres continuelly above 44 Yeres: and in fo great 
Favour with Sir Yobn, that he left him one of the 
Executors of his laft Will. He wrote a particular 
Treatife containing Memoirs of Sir ‘Fobn’s Life and 
Actions, which he entitled fa Domini Johannis 
Faftolf, but whether in Engli/fh or Latin is altoge- 
ther uncertain. But however, this Exgli/h Tran. 
flation of Zu/ly’s Book printed by Caxton, by whom- 
foever made, is not from the original Latin, but, 
as Mr. Caxton informs us, from the Frenfhe of 
Laurence de Primo Faéfo, done at the Commaunde- 
mente of the noble Prince Lewis Duc of Bourbon. 

Along with this Piece of Old Age, Mr. Caxton 
printed another of the fame Orator’s, Of Friendfhip. 
This laft, he acquaints us, was turned ¢* into our 
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«< maternal Engli/b by the virtuous and noble Lord 
<< Typtoft therle of Worcefer, which in his ‘Time 
<¢ flowred in Virtue and Cunning, to whom he 
«© knew none like emonge the Lordes of the Tem- 
‘¢ poralitie in Science and moral Virtue, and which 
‘¢ }ate pytoufly loft his Life.” * 

With thefe two Books of Tudly’s were printed by 
Mr. Caxton two-very elegant Orations ot Banatu- 
fius Magnomontanus, fuppoled to be /paken by Cor- 
nelius Scipio and Caius Fligminius, who were Rivals 
in the Courtfhip of Lucretia, the Daughter of /u/- 
vius: The Defign or Argument of which 1s, to 
fhew wherein Hououre fooulde refte or confit. Thele 
Orations were likewife tranflated by the right vir- 
tuous and noble fberle of Worcejter. Mr. Caxton, 
when he tells us this, goes on with a moft pathetic 
Encomium on the many Excellencies of this Lord, 
as my Author recites at large. 

The next Year, 1482, we find Mr. Caxton em- 
ploy’d in printing a celebrated Book, and often 
quoted by our antient Writers, entitled Polychro- 
nicon. This was the Work of one Ranulph Hig- 
den or Hikeden, commonly called Ralph Chefter, an 
Englifo Beneditiine Monk .of the Monaftry of St. 
Werburgh’s in Chejter, about the Year 1357, in 
which he ends his Colleétions.—At the Command 
of Thomas Lord Barkley, was a Part of this Chro- 
nicle tranflated in English trom the original La/in, 
by his Chaplain Yoba Trevifa. His Verfion be- 
gins with ** Fulius Cefar, by Counfell of the Se- 
** nators of Rome, ordeynyng wife Men and ready 
“* to meafure and defcribe all the World about.” 





¥ It feems, being Lieutenant of Jreland under the Duke 
of Clarence, King Edward's Brother, and falling into the Hands 
of the oppofite Party during the fhort Reftoration of Hen- 
ry VI. Advantage was taken of that Opportunity to attaint 
him of Treafon, for which he was condemn’d by a Faction, 


and beheaded, 
This 
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This Book Mr. Caxton now undertook to put in 
Print, .and added a Continuation of itto 14,60, col- 
leéted by himfelf, which was finifhed by him at 
the Prefs the 2d of Fuyll 1482. Of this Work my 
Author gives a very ‘circumftantial Account, 
which comprehends a Variety of curious Remarks, 
The next Year, viz. 1483, Mr. Caxioz printed 
the following Treatifes. | 
I. The Pilgrimage of the Soul. This was written in 
French by Antoine Gerard, and intitled Le Peleri- 
nage del’ Ame, printed at Paris A. D. 1480, II. 
Liber Feftivalis, or Direétions for keeping Feajts all 
the Year, 4to. My Author does not certainly know 
about what Time this Book was compofed. His 
Defcription of it is very explicite and particular; 
that and fome Reflections occafioned thereby, tak- 
ing up near thirteen Pages. III. The Fadles of A/op, 
Auian, Alphonfus, avd Pogesius; tranflated out 
of Frenche into Engli/h, at Weftmeftre. The Leaves 
of this Book are numbred thus; i°, ii9, iii®, and. 
it has the Signatures, but not the Direction or 
catch Word, or any Date. IV. Confelio Amantis, 
the Confeffion of the Lover. This Book was made 
by Fohu Gower, in Engli/h Verfe, and enprynted by 
Mr. Caxton at Weftminfter, and fynyfhed the 2d 
Day of Septembre, the firlt Yere of K. Rychard the 
gd. V. The Boke of thordre of Chyvalrye or Knyght- 
bode. This, Mr. Caxton tells us, be tranflated out 
of Frenfhe into Englythe ata Requeft of a gentyl 
and noble Efcuyer, and prejeuted it to K. Richard II. 
1413. ta thende that be commaunde this Booke to be 
had and redde unto other young Lordes, Knyghtes and 
Gentylmen within this Royaume, that the noble Ordre 
of Chyvalrye be hereafter better ufed and honoured 
than bit bath ben in late Days pafed. At is a thin 
Quarto, and contains eight Chapters. VI. The Les 
gende of Sayntes, called The golden Legend, It was 
uttitled in Lren/be, out of which Caxton tranflated rs 
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La Legend d@’Oree ; and isa thick Folio printed 
in double Columns. He tells us, ‘* That this 
“ Book William Erle of Arundel, deiyred hfm 
“¢ to continue and accomplifh, and promifed him 
< to take a reafonable Quantity of them, and fent 

to him a worfhipful Gentilman, a Servaunt of 

his named Fohn Stancy, promifing, that the fayd 
‘© Lorde fhould, during Caxton’s Lite, geve and 
<< oraunt to him a yercly Fee, that is tonote, a 
“¢ Buck in Summer, and a Doo in Winter.” VIE. 
Mr. Caxton tells Us, That he added to this Boke 
that which is f@id or callid Cathon, tr anf lated out of 
Frenthe into Englithe in'th. abbaye of Weftminttre, 
23d of Decembre, 1483. Itcontains Cato’s Diftichs 
or Precepts, in Latin, witha Verfion and Com- 
ment in Engli/b. VAIL. The Booke of thenfeignements 
and techinge, that the Knyght of ibe Toure made 
to bis Daughter 5s, and reketh of many fayre enfam- 
ples, Fol. This, Mr. Caxton informs us, was tran- 
flated by him ‘ out of Frenfoc | into our maternal 
<¢ Englyfhe Tongue, by the Requefte and Defire 
*< of a noble Lady, whiche had brought forthe ma= 
© ny noble and fayre Daughters, and for the Zeal 
‘© and Love that fhe has a :Iways had to her fayre 
“ Children, and yet hath for to have more Know- 
<¢ Jeche in Vertue had defired him to tranflate it.” 
Sc. This Booke was enprynted at Weflminsre the 
Jatt Day of anyver 1 Ric. Il. Fol. 

The next Year 1484, Mr. Caxton printed a Book 
called The Ryal Book, or Book for a Kyng; in 
Frenfbe, le Livre Royal: In which ben compryfed 
the x Commandementes, the xii Articles of the 
Faith, the vii deedly Synnes, the vii peticions of 
the Pater Nofter, the [vii] Yeftes of the sees 
Ghooft, the vii Vertues, &c. ‘© This ryal 
a Bosk, Mr. Caxton obferved, was compiled at 
“ Reo wueft of King Phelyp le Belle of Hraunce, 
- 1279, and was reduced ‘by him/elf, out of Frenche 

into 








Art. 18. For APRIL, 1739) 267 


«into Englifoe, at the Requefte of a finguler 
¢ Frende, ” &3¢, Tris in Folio, with Figures, 

‘In 1485 Mr. C2xton printed the three followins 
Books : 1. Thiftory of the noble and valyaunt Knyeht 
Paris, - the fayr ‘Vienne, the Daughter of the 
Dolphin of Viennois. This Piece Mr. Caxton tran- 
Aated out of Freafbe into Enelifh, Il. The Lyf of 
Ayng Arthur, of bis noble Knygtes of the round 
Pable, and in the End the dolorous Deth of them all, 
‘© This, Caxton tells us, was reduced into Exgli/h 
** by Sir Thomas Malory, and by himfelf divided 
‘¢ into xxi Books chapitred and enprinted and fy= 
.£© nyfhed in thabbey of Weftminftre, the laft Day 
“© of Fuyl this Yere.” III. The Lyf of Charle 2s the 
“ Great.” 

Mr. Palmer, in his Hiftory of Printing, takes 
Notice of a Bo sok of Homilies as printed this Year 
by Mr. Cxtox, But my Author fuppofes this to 
be no other than the Liber Feflivalis above-men- 
tioned. The fame Wrirer tells us, that this Year 
Mr, Caxton likewife printed Vite Patrum ; but in 
truth 1¢ was not printed till after his Death. He 
alfo fays,§That the next Year, viz. 14£6, he i 
ed a Book entitled, A Treatif againfg Pride: Of 
this laft my Author can give no Accor int. 

The Year enfuing he printed The Book of good 
Manners. Fol. This ss Mr, Caxtez acquaints’ us, 
** was compiled by the venerable Frere Jaques le 
6 Graunt, lycenc yat in Theo! oY, Religious of the 
© Order of Sc. Auffin, and, thar the Booke is of 
‘© Audctorite, for as mocheas there is nothyns rfayde 
‘¢ therein but for the moft Part it is alle. ved by 
‘¢ Scripture or ellis by Sayeng of holy Seyntes, 
‘© Doctours, -hilofophi -e5,"——[t was delivered to’ 
Mr. Caxton by a frecial Friend of his, a Mercer of 
London, William Praat, and tranflated by him out 
of Frev he , fynyfbed the vil of Fuyn Mi111CcLXxxXvi. 


and cup P nied XI of May after, 1487. 
There 
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There do not appear any of Mr. Caxton’s Books 
printed the next Year, 1488 ; though Mr. Pal- 
saer indeed {peaks of one printed by him therein, 
named Dives and Lazarus, A Dialogue on the De- 
calogue, Fol. But this feems to be fuch a Miflake 
as he made about the Vite Patrum, which was 
printed by De Worde, A.D. 1395, as this Book 
was by the fame Printer 1496. 

In the next Year were printed by Mr, Cax ‘ton the 
two following Books, 1. The Doéfrizal of Sapience. 
Of this he tells us, That ** the rygat reverend 
‘© Fader in God Guy de Rove, by the dyv yne Mile- 
“© racyon Arcubifhop of Sence, had doon this 
“© Boke for the Helthe of his Soul, and of the 
“¢ Soules of alle his People 5---and in efpecyall for 
‘* fymple Laymen, to ityr them up to Devotion, 
«© and that it was tranflated by him out of Freu/be 
m a Wefimefire, and fynyfhed vii of May, 1489. 
II. The Book of the Fayt of Armes and Chyvalrye 
which Chrittine of Pyle drew out of Vegetius de re 
militari. ‘This was originally F; il “Mr. Caxton 
lets us know, it was delivered to him by the mof 
Chriften King and redubted Prynce bis foverayne Lord 
Henry VII. Kyxg of Englond aid of Fraunce tn bis 
Palais of Weltmeftre she 2 34 of Janyuere the ivth 
Jere of bis Regne, who bihoed and wylled him to 
tranflate this faid Booke, and reduce it into our Eng- 
lith and natural Tongue, and to put it in Pryite, 

The next Year Mr. Caxtou printed the two en- 
fuing Pieces, I. The Boke of Eneidos made in Latyn 
by that noble Pa is aud gr élé Clerk R V yrs gy tle, This 
Boke was tranflated out of Latin into French, as 
Mr. Coxon tells us, by fome noble Clerk of 
Lraunce: To ihe lionour of God Almyghty, and to 
tue glorious Vyrzyne Marye, Moder of all Grace, 

vd to the Utylyte and Prouffyt of all the Policye 
vne this preferte Booke, compyled by Vyrgyle, a 
eh aoe and ingenious Oraiour and Poete ; > xc. 


It 
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It was tranflated by Mr. Caxton, out of French 
Profe into Englife, —and presented by him “nto the 
hyeborne bis to commyr ge naturell and foverayn Lord 
Arthur Price of W2 lys, — of Cornwall, and 
Erle of Chefter, firjt begotten Son, and Heyer unto 
our moe dradde, na ural am ] foverayne Lord, and 
mot Chryfien Kyng Henry Vil. 

It f<ems, my Author fays, as if now, either Mr. 
Caxioi’s Bufinefs was upon the Decline, or that he 
was about leavine it off, fince he tells us, in his 
Prologue to this. Book, That ‘* after dyvers 
‘© Werkes made, tranflated and achiev’d, baving na 
Werke in Honde, he fittying in his Studye, where 
‘sas laye many dyuerfe Paunflettis and Bookys, 
«© happened, that to his Hande came this lytyl 
‘© Booke in Freifhe.” This my Author fuppofes to 
be the fume with what is called, ‘The Hiftory of Eneas. 

li. 4 lyttle Trayte fhort and abreged, fpekynge of 
Tharte and Crafte to lerne well to deye; tranflated 
out of Frenfhe into Engly/be, by William Caxton, the 
xv Day of Fuyn 1490, Fol. 

Befide the torementioned Books, we find feveral 
others, printed by this diligent and laborious Man, 
without the Name of the Place, or any Notice of 
the Time when they were printed. Some of thefe 
my Author has taken notice of in the Order of Time 
in which he thought it moft probable they were 
publifhed, Of thofe which he has not hitherto 
{poken of, here follows an Abftract of the Account 
he has given ; beginning withthofe which are ima- 
cined to be fome of Mr. Caxton’ s firft Perforntances. 

I. Boecius de Coxfolaciene Philofopbie. This, Mr. 
Caxton tells us, was tranflated out of Latyn into our 
ufual and Moder Tongue, by the worfbipful Fader 
and fi rf Foundeur and Embelifber of ornate Hlo- 
quence in our Englith, Mdaifter Gefirey Chaucer, It 
is printed witha Part of Boccius’s Latin, and at the 
End of the Book is an Epitaph for Chaucer, in La- 
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tin Verfe, madeby Stephen Surigon, Poet — 
of Bleu. at the Coft and Inftance of Mr. Caxton. 
The Book is without any Signatures, numbering of 
Leaves, Date, or Place. Ii. A Colleftion of * Chau- 
eer’s and Lydgate’s Poems, 4to. This is alfo without 
any Signatures, Date, or Name of Place or Printer. 
Wi. Pie Book of Kame made by G. Chaucer. Fol. 1V. 
Canterbury Tales by ry ae r. Fol. V. Troilus and 
Crefiide. VI. The Lyf of the glorious Vyreyn and 
Mar gh Saynt Katheryn of Rene with the Revela= 
tions of Saynt Elyfabith tbe yng’ s Daughter of 
Hungarie, Fol. VIT. Speculum vite Chrilti, or the 
Myrroure of the blejjed Lyf of Jhefu Cryfte, com 
piled from the Latin Book of Dr. Bonaventure i 
Meditacione Vite peaaienrtag eter with a fhort 
Treatyce of the byeft and mojte worthy Sacramente of 
Chrilte’s bleffid Body, a the marvelles thereof. Fol. 
VII. Direétorium Sacerdstum: Sive ordinale fecun- 
dui ulum Sarum, una cum Defenforio ejufdem Di- 
rectoril, item Traclatus qui dicitur crede mihi. Fol. 
The three laft of the foregoing are the only Books 
that we have of Mr. Caxton’s printing in Latin, tho’ 
there is a good deal of the Latin Text intermixed 
with fome of the Tranflations which he printed ; a 
of Loe LIS , Cato, the xi P rougits 9 of Tribul acyon, Spe- 
culum Crifii, Tharte or Crafte of dying. This, how- 
ever, is a Proof a t he did not confine himfelf to 
~ gee ol : nelife Books only. There follow 
» The e Cha/ ying | g Goda les Chyld ‘Veil, a Book 
pro oh table for 9 aune’s Soule, and 1 rioht comfor: 
table to the Body, an {pecially in Adverfite, Fol. 
x. 4 Booke compofed of diuerfe goftly Matters, 
Fol. of which the ‘firfte Treaty!e is named Orelo- 
gium Sapiencte, Thewing feven Pointes of true Love 
of everlaftynge W dom. At W% eflminfre, Fel. 
aka Name Was syven herto, as hyt is feyde 
** in the Proheme of the Boke, bycaufe that the 
*° Matter thereof was dhewn to him that wrote hit, 
66 as 
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‘© as ia Vifioun, under the Figure and Likenefs 
¢¢ of a wonder fayre Oraloge, feted and ar ay’d with 
‘© paffvnge fayre Rofes, with Symbales fweet 
“ fownynge,” ce. XI. The Curiale of Alan 
Chareticr, tranflated out of the French into Engli/h, 
and printed by Mr.:Caxton. Charetier was a fa- 
mous French Poet and Hiflorian, and Secretary to 
Charles VI. and VII. Kings of Frazce. Among 
the Books he wrote this was one, which he en- 
titled Curiale Gallicum. He was a great Refiner 
of the French Language, and died A. D. 1458. 

To thele Books of Mr. Caxton’s printing tome 
have added the following ones, as, my Author fup- 
pofes, without any a mene or Date. I. Tie 
Life of cur Lady, by John Lydgate a Monk of Ba- 
ry. a. The Life of St. idwar d the Confeffor. ITI. The 
Life of St. Winifrid, gto. IV. St. Zujin the Monk 
raifing two dead Perfons, ato, V. The Spoufage of a 
Virgin, 4ro. VI. The Sieve of Rhodes, Fol. By 
Fobn Kay, Poet-Laureat to King Edwar. ATV, VII. 
The Book of Arts and Sciences, Fol. VIII. De Fide 
et Cantu Famule Sue. 

But now, as above intimated, Mr, Caxton feems 
to have been almoft quite worn out. At this Time, 
A. D. 1491, he muit have been of a confiderable 
Age; according to the moft natural Computa tion 
that can be made, not lefsthan, or rather above, four- 
{core. However this be, we are informed by De 
Worde, that he ftill kept himfelf bufy, tho’ we do 
not find that he printed any Thing after the Year 
1490. He fyayfbed at the laft Day of his Lyff, a 
Book called Vite Patruim, or the right devout and 
folitarye Lyfe of the aunciente or olde holy Faders 
Heremytes dwellyng ii the Defertes , which was firft 
written in Latin by St. Hierome Cardinal, and 
tranflated by Mr. Caxton out of French, But he 
did not live to print it; De Worde printed it in 
his Mater Caxton’s Houfe three Years after his 
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Death, which happened fome Time before Fune 3, 
A.D. 1492. It appears he left to the Parifh of 
St. Margaret’s Weftminfter, wherein he long dwelt, 
. and dyed, thirteen of his printe: dl Golden Le gends 5 
and his Fxecutors gave to it, in 1-04, two Bokes 
of the Lyfe of § Seynt Katerine, and two of the Birth 
of our Lady. We find no mention of any Wife or 
Children of Mr. Caxicn’s; fo that, very probably, 
he was never married. 

In his printed Books, as my Author remarks, he al- 

ways exprefled a great Senfe of BaligOn, aid wrote 
like one who lived in the Fear of God, and was very 
defirous of promoting his Honour and Glory.—Fie 
made choice of fuc! 1 Booksto printas hada Tendency 
to promote Religion, and encourage Virtueand good 
Manners.—But one cannot well hel p obferving, on 
confidering what thofe Books were which he. pub- 
lifhed, at how low an Ebb Knowledge or Learn- 
ing was then here in Exgland, and how poor and 
infipid the general Tafte. His Performances were, 
we have feen, very near all in our Language, and 
they, for the moft Part, Tranflations from the 
French, and not original Compofitions of any of 
our own Countrymen. Tho’ he practited the Art 
of Printing near twenty Years, we co not fee that 
he printed any one Claffical Writer, or any Edition 
of any of the Greek or Roman Poets and Hifto- 
rians. No, not even in the famous Univerfity of 
Oxford, where the Prefs was wholly employed in 
Latin Books, do we yet find any one of thefe pro- 
ceeding from it, 

He a appears to have been a very humble, modeft, 
and grateful Man, He often ftiles himfelf @ rude 
and fimple Perfon, confeffes his Ignorance, and ex- 
prefies himfelf in other Terms fo fubmiffive and 
felf-abafing as are very uncommon, and more eafi- 
Jy admired than imitated. A Proof of his Grati- 
tude is his owning the particular Encouragement 


and 
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and Benefaétions he received, and efpecially his 
Obligations to the City of London; of which he 
fays, in his Dedication of Cato, ** 1 William Cax- 
‘s ton, Cytezeyn and Conju ye of the fame, of the 
«© Fraternyte and Felawfhip of Mercery, owe of 
“© Ryght my Servyfe and gcod Wyll to it, and of 
¢* very Dute am bounden naturelly to affift and 
‘© counceille hir as fer forth as I can, as to my 
‘© Moder, of whom I have receyved my Noureture 
‘© and Lyvynge, 4nd hall praye for the good 
. 7 rite aad Polecy of the fame duryng my 

His Compafs of Literature was not very large, 

The Lxeglifh and french Tongues furnifhed him 
vith all his Erudition; tho’ he was not ignorant 
of the Dutch, feeing he tranflated Reynard the Fox 
out of it. 

We may perceive, by the Account which has 
been given of his printed Books, that he was in 
great Favour and Requeft with the Princes and 
Noblemen of his own Time: Tho’ he owns he 
was not acquainted with fome of thofe to whom he 
dedicates them. This feems to confirm ‘the Opi- 
nion of his being the firft who introduced the noble 
Art of Printing into this Kingdom; fince, had 
there been any one before him, however, fo long 
as fix Years, which jome pretend, it’s fcarce cre- 
dible that he fhould have been fo much careffed 
and fully employed, and have flourifhed as he did, 
in the Sunfhine of the Exgli/h Court and principal 
Men of the Nation. 

As to his Printing, it has been obferved, that 
his firft Performances are very rude and barbarous, 
He uled a Letter refembling the Hand-writing 
then inufe. It was, Mr. Palmer fays, peculiar to 
himfelf, and eafily ciftinguifhed from any other, 
being a Mixture of Secretary and Gothic, as to 
Shape; and fometimes of Great-Primer as to Sizes 
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efpecially in printing proper Names. He hada 


way of joining almoft any two Characters together ; 
which, perhaps, might induce Mr. Basford to fup- 
ole, that the T ypes which he ufed were not di- 
ftinét, or fufile Types, made of Metal, and caft 
in Molds, as they are now. Jn his Titles he uied 
the German Text, or what our’ Printers call the 
Gothic, of the Size of Great Primer, and fome- 
times he mixed it with his Segretary, or common 
Priat, as our Printers now do ~ Ttalick. Like 
the other Printers of his Time, he never ufed any 
Catch-word, but placed the Signatures where that 
now fiands; a = rarely number’d his Leaves, but 
never lus Pures, ‘Vhe Liber Feffivalts is the oniy 
one of pis fe ooks whofe we es are not fpaced out 
to the Find, which, Mr. Paliaer remarks, is an 
After-imp: ‘ovement and a ney introc duced by 
Mr. Caxtoii, in Imi tation of foreign Printers. In 
moit of his Beco! KS he only printed, as the Manner 
then was, a fimall Letter at the Beginning of his 
Chapters, to intimate what the Initial or Capital 
Letter inou.d be, and left that to be made by the 
Iuminator, who wrote it witha Pen, with red, 
blue, or green [Ink : But in fome of his Books 
he ufed flourifhed Initials, r what are called 
blooming; Capit: us. As he printed long before the 
prefent Method of adding the Errata at the End 
of Books, fo his ordinary Ex. ict iefs obliged 
him to more Pains dente be eafily ima ined 5 
for after a Book was printed of, his way was to re- 
vile it, and correct the Faults of it with red Ink, 
as they then ufed to correct their written Books. 
This being done to one Copy, he caufed one of his 
Servants to run through the whole Impreffion, and 
to do the like to every Sheet with a Red-lead Pen- 
cil, which he himfelf afterwards compared with his 
own corrected Copy; to fee that none of the Cors 
yections he had made were omitted, 
Eig 
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His Books are printed on Paper made of the 
Pafte of Linnen Rags, very fine and good, almoft 
like the thin Vellum on which they ufed to write 
their Books in that Ave. « When this was firft in- 
vented my Author - not been able to find; but 
from certain Circumftances he mentions, it Sasa 
probable, this kind of Paper was ufed in England 
io early as the Year 1370, julta Century before 
it was known in Germany. Whether this Paper 
which Cav atc ufed was made the fe Is not certain ; 
but WY; nken de Words, in his Edition of Bartholo- 
mei Opus de Reruin Pro) oprietal tidus, in Engli/h, Folio, 
without — e, mentions one Fobu Tate as a Maker 
of it in this Kingdom at that Time. The Ink 
which Mr. Caxtou uied is thorough black and laft- 
ing, 

When the Printers firft began generally to ufe 
the Catch-word, and numbering the Leaves of their 
Books, is not, perhaps, eafy to determine, At 
Venice the Direétion Word wis not ufed by the 
Heirs of Luke Anthony, fo long after the firft In- 
troduction of printing there as “1560. Henry Ste- 
phens, who printed at Paris 1513, numbered his 
Leaves, as did other Printers of that Place fo 
early as 1508, 10.. Yobn Brilienger of Strasburg, 
numbered his with Reman Capitals, as Mr. Caxton 
did the fop’s Fables which he printed. Jacob 
Aurick, at Embden, 1534, numbered every other 
Leaf; and Fobn Luft, at Witteberg, the fame 
Year, tho? he ufed the Signatures and Direétion- 
Word, did not number any of his Leaves. u- 
drew Cratandre and Fobn Frobenius, at Bafil, 1521, 
numberéd the Pages of their Books; and yet Adam 
Peters, who printed at the fame Place, 1522, on- 
ly numbered the Leaves of his: But neither he 
nor Cratandre ufed the Direction Word. Martin 
Morin at Roane in Normandy, 1499, wled no Di- 
rection Word, and did not number either the 
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Leaves or Pages of his Books, and put the Signa- 
tures only on every other Leaf of the firft half Sheet 
in Quarto, thus ai, aii. 

Mr. Caxton had a Foreman, or Journeyman, 
one Wynkyn de Worde, a German, wio feems to 
have come into Eneland with him from Cologn, 
However he lived wit) him in his Houfe at Weft- 
minfter, and after his Death fucceeded him there, 
for fome Time, in his Bufinefs. He ufed his Ma- 
fter’s Cypher with fome fmal] Variation. Mr. 
Caxton had likewife an Apprentice, one Richard 
Pynfon, an Englifhman, as my Author fuppofes ; 
who, in the Year 1493, fet up for himfelf at the 
Temple-Bar, at the Sign of the George, Loudon; and 
afterwards was Printer to King Henry VII. This 
Man alfo ufed his Mafter’s Cypher, with fome little 
Difference; and lived in great Friendfhip with his old 
Fellow-Servant De Worde. This De Wordz, by his 
excellent Method of Difpofition, Coimpofition, and 
Prefsework, far excelled his Mafter, and even ri- 
valled any of his Cotemporarics abroad. He was 
the firft that introduced the Roman Letter into 
England, which he ufed for the fame Purpofes, 
among the Gothic, as we do the Jtalic with the Ro- 
man at this Day. His Letter is different from 
moft other Printers, and is caft fo true, and 
ftands fo well in Line, as not to be out-done by 
any fince. He was the only Printer known in 
England that ufed the {mall bodied Letters in the 
Infancy of the Art. And upon the Whole, he 
was a very curious, laborious, and indefatigable 
Workman. This Charaéter of him is Mr. Pa/imer’s, 
who fays alfo of Pyx/ox, that he was a thorqugh 
Artift. So much, as my Author remarks, was 
this noble Myftery of Printing improved and _per- 
fected here among us, in little more than a Space 
of twenty Years, 
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ARTICLE XIX, 


The Mifcell.ineous Works in Profe and Verfe 
of Mrs, Elizabeth Rowe. The greater 
Part now ve pudlifoed, by her Order, from 
her Original Manujeripts, by Mr. Theophi- 
lus Rowe. % which are added, Poems on 
everal Occafiar:, by Mr. Thomas Rowe. 
And to the‘ «le is prefix'd an Account of 
the Lives ang ritings of the Authors. In 
Two Volumes. mndon: Printed for R. 
Hett, at the wible and Crown 7” the 
Poultry ; av/ %. Dodfley, at Tully’s-Head 
in Pall-Mall. 1739. Octavo. Pages 392, 
924. 


Cannot recolleét any of the Female Sex in this 

Nation, who has made a more illuftrious Fi- 
cure, either as a Poetefs, or a pathetic Profe Wri- 
ter on divine and moral Subjects, than the excel- 
lent Author of a confiderable Part of thefe Volumes. 
Her Name has long carried with it an amiable 
Idea, and thofe beautiful Compofitions, publifhed 
in her Life-time, under the Title of Priendfhip in 
Death, &c. were fufficient Evidences of the Sweet- 
nefs and Piety of her Difpofition, as well as the 
Purity of her Tafte, and the Sprightlinefs of her 
Fancy. The Reader will find thofe Pieces which 
fhe has contributed to this Collection, not unworthy 
of her elegant Pen; they are formed to convey 
Delight as well as Inftruction. 

In the firft Volume we have the Lives of our two 
Authors, to which are annexed Poems addreffed to 
Mrs, Rowe on feveral Occafions, with Elegies on her 

Death, 
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Death. Thefe are followed by her own poetical 
Compofitions, intermixed with fome few compli- 
mental ones by other Hands. 

In the fecond Volume are three fhort Dialogues. 
In the firft we fee the Folly, Wickednefs, and evil 
Effects of a Temper inclined to ridicule the perfo- 
nal Infirmities of others. In the fecond we have an 
affecting Reprelentation of the unhappy Confe- 
quences of Gaming : The Picture of Lady Harriot, 
in this Piece, who had been too much addict- 
ed to Play, and was reclaimed by a dangerous 
Fit of Sicknefs, is very edifying. In the third we 
have juft Reficctions on the Vanity of a gay Life. 
Thefe Dialogues are followed by about 150 0f Mrs. 
Rowe’s Letters; fome under fictitious Names, others 
to Ladies and People cf Rank and Quality, with 
feveral to Mr, Rowe and his Relations. The laft 
feventy Pages are filled with that Gentleman’s 
Poems and Tranflatiors. Inftead of any Specimens 
of thefe mifcellaneous Performances, I fhall here 
adjoinan Extract of thofe Memoirs of the Authors, 
which, as I have faid, are at the Head of them. 

Mrs. FrizasbetTH Rowe was born at J/chefler 
in Somerfetfeire, Sept. 11. 1674, being the eldeft of 
three Daugiiters of Mr. Walter Singer, a Gentle- 
man of a good Family, and Mrs. Elizabeth Port- 
nell, both of them Perions of very great Worth and 
Piety. During the Life of his Wife, Mr. Singer 
refided at I/chefter, but foon after her Deceafe, re-. 
moved into the Neighbourhood of Frome in the 
fame County ; where he became fo well known and 
diftinguifhed for his good Senfe, primitive Integrity, 
Simplicity of Manners, uncommon Prudence, Ac- 
tivity and Faithfulnefs in difcharging the Duties of 
his Station, inflexible Adherence to his Principles, 
and at the fame Time truly catholic Spirit, as to 
be held in high Efteem, even by Perfons of fupe- 
rior Rank: My Lord Weymouth, who was pene 

one 
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oned a very good Judge of Men, not only writing 
to him, but honouring him with his Vifits; as did 
the devout Bifhop Kenn very frequently, fome- 
times once 2 Week ; fuch a Charm is there in un- 
alfected Goodnefs, and fo naturally do Kindred 
Souls, warmed and actuated by the fame heavenly 
Paifion, and purfuing the fame glorious End, run 
and mingle together with the greateft Pleafure, af- 
ter they are once acquainted, notwithftanding any 
accidental Diverfity of Sentiments in fome fmaller 
Things. This is mentioned to the Honour of that 
venerable Bifhop, as wel! as of Mr. Siager. 

Of Mrs. Rowe’s two Sifters, one died in Child- 
hood ; the other furvived to her twentieth Year, a 
lovely Concurrent in the Race of Virtue and Glory. 

She had the fame extreme Paflion for Books as her 
elder Sifter, chiefly thofe of Medicine, in which Art 
fhe arrived to a confiderable Infight ; and if it could 
not be faid of them both, in the Letter, as of the vir- 
tuous Womanin the Proverbs, that their Candle went 
not out by Night, yet it frequently burnt till after 
the Middle of it ; fo great was their Thirft of Know- 
ledge, and the Pleafure they had in gratifying it. 

. Thofe who were acquainted with the extraordi- 
nary Perfon (whofe Memoirs we are writing) in her 
childifh Years, could not but have obferved a great 
many Things not common in that Age of Life, 
which then promifed the bright Day that after- 
wards enfued ; and it mutt have been with pecu- 
liar Satisfaction that Mr. S:xger, in whom parental 
Affection confpired with a penetrating Dhifcern- 
ment to heighten the Pleafure, beheld the early 
Dawnings of a great and good Mind in this his 
charming Daughter. , 

When fhe received the firft ferious Impreffions of 
Religion, doesnot appear ; it might be, probably, 
as foon as fhe was capable of it ; at once perceiving 
her Obligations to the Author of her Bezag, and, 
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in the fame Meafure, as her opening Reafon difco- 
vered thefe to her, feeling the Force of them. 

There is fo great a Sinii'itude between Painting 

and Poetry, as bein g each of tiem a pleafing and ju- 
dicious Imitation ot Nature, and depending upon 
the Beauty and Strength of the Imagination, that it 
isno Way furprifing, one who poficfltd the latter 
of thefe Faculties in fo high a Degree of Perfection, 
did very early difcover an Inclination to the other ; 
which has often the fame Followers, perhaps always 
the fame Admirers; it having been feldom known 
that thofe who have excelled in one of thefe Arts, 
have not atleaft had a Tafte for the Charms of the 
other, and been qualified to juige of its Beauties, 
whether they have made any Attempt i in It or no, 

Accordingly Mrs, Rowe loved the Pencil when fhe 
had hardly Strength and Sreadinefs of Hand fuffici- 
ent to guide it ; and in her Infancy (one may almoft 
venture to fay fo) would {queeze out the Juices of 
Herbs to ferve her inftead of Colours. Mr. Singer 
perceiving her Fondnefs for this Art, was at the Exe 
pence of a Matter to inftruct her in it ; and it never 
ceafed to be her Amufement at Times, anda very 
innocent one it was, till her Death. 

She was alfo, whatevery one acquainted with 
her Writings will fuppofe of fuch a well tuned Soul, 

ery much delighted with Mufic; chiefly of the 
Grave and folemn Kind, as beft fuited to the 
Grandeur of her Sentiments; and the Sublimity of 
her Devotion. 

But her ftrongeft Bent was to Poetry and Writing. 
Poetry indeed was her favourite Employment in 
Youth, her moft diftinguifhing Excellence. So 
prevalent was her Genius “this Way, that her very 
Protfe had all the Charms of Verfe without the Fet- 
ters, the fame Fire and Elevation, the fame bright 
Images, bold Figures, rich and flowing Diction. 
She could hardly \ write a familiar Letter but it bore 


the 
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the Stamp of the Poet. One of her Acquaintance 
remembers to have heard her fay, fhe began to write 
Verfes at twelve Years old, which was almoft as 
foon as fhe could write at all. In the Year 1696, 
the 22d of her Age, a Collection of her Poems on 
various Occafions was publifhed at the Defire of her 
Friends, which we may fuppole did not contain all 
that the had by her, fince the ingenious Prefacer 
gives the Reader to hope that the Author might in 
a little while be prevailed with to oblige the World 
with a fecond Part, no Way inferior to the former. 
Though many of thefe Poems are of the religious 
Kind, and all of them confiftent with the ftriéteft 
Virtue ; yet fome Things in them gave her no little 
Uneafinels in advanced Life. To a Mind that had 
fo entirely fubdued its Paffions, or devoted them to 
the Honour of its Maker, what could not be abfo- 
lutely approved, appeared unpardonable ; and, 
not fatistied to have done no injury to the facred 
Caufe of Piety, fhe was difpleafed with her having 
writ any Thing that did not directly promote it. 
What firft introduced her into the Notice of the 
noble Family at Lovgleat, was a little Copy of 
Verfes of hers, with which they were fo highly de- 
lighted, as to exprefs a Curiofity to fee her ; and 
the Friendfhip that commenced at that Time, fub- 
fitted ever after ; not more to her Honour, who 
was the Favourite of Perfons fo much fuperior to 
her in the outward Diftinétions of Life, than to 
the Praife of their Judgment who knew how to 


prize, and took a Pleafure in cherifhing fo much 


Worth. Her Paraphrafe of the 38th Chapter of 
Fob was writ at the Requeft of Bifhop Kenn, who 
was entertained in that Houfe, and gained hera 
great deal of Reputation. She was not then twenty. 
She had noother Tutor for the French and Italian 
Languages, than the honourable Mr. Thynne, Son 
to the Lord Vifcount Weymouth, who —— 
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took that Task upon himfelf, and had the Pleafure 
to fee his fair Scholar improve fo fatt under his 
Leffons, that in a few Months fhe was able to read 
Taffe’s Ferufalem with great Eafe. 

Her fhining Merit, with the Charms of her 
Perfon and Converfation, had procured her a great 
many Admirers, Among others, tis faid the fa- 
mous Mr. Prior made his Addreffes to her. Bu 
Mr. Thomas Rowe was the Perfon referved by Hea- 
ven to be the happy Man; both to be made, and 
to make happy. 

This Gentleman was born at London, April 25, 
1687, the eldeit Son of the Reverend Mr, Bewont 
Rowe, who, witha very. accurate Judgment, and 
2 confiderable Stock of ufeful Learning, jo! ined the 
Talents of Preaching, and a moft lively and en- 
eacing Manner ine Converlation. He was of a 
genteel Defcent both on his Father and Mother's 
Side; but he thought roo jetty, to ‘value himfelf 
on fuch extrinfick Circumftances. His fuperior 
Genius, and nfatiable Vhirft after Knowledge,» 
were con{picuous in his earlicitt Youth. He was 
able to read as foon almoft as he could {peak ; had 
fuch a Pleafure in Books, as to take none at all 
in the Diverfions which Children are fo fond of ; 
and when he was fometimes prevailed on to make 
one in the Recreations of his Companions, his 
Unreadinefs and Inattention plainly fhewed it was 
not out of Choice, but merely in Compliance with 
their Importunity, that he engaged. 

~ He commenced his Acquaintance with the Claf- 
fics at Epfom, while his Father refided there; and 
by his fwift Advances in this Part of Learning, 
quickly became the Delight of his Mafter, a Man 
very able in his Profeffion, and was treated by him 
with a very particular Indulgence, in fpight of the 
natural Ruggednefs and Severity of his Temper. 
When his Father removed to Loxdon, he ae 
nic 
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o -d him, and was place! under the famous Dr. 
Walker, Matter of the Charter- House School. His 
Exercifes here never tailed of being diftinguithed 
even among thofe that had the Approbation of that 
excellent Precepior, who would fain have perfuaded 
his Father to fend him to one of our Ex elifa Uni- 
verfities. But how honourably foever Mr. Rowe 
might-think of the Learning of thofe noble Seats of 
the Mufes, the Principles in Credit there not being 
fo favourably rezarded by him, he chofe to enter 
him firft ata private Acadeiny in London; and 
fome time befcre his Death, for the finifhing 
Strokes of his Education, determined his going to 
Leyden. Here he ftudied Fewi/fh Antiqurties 
under Witfius, Civil Law under Vitriarius, the 
Belles Lettres under Perizonius, and Experimental 
Philofophy under Senguerdius, and ef (tablithed a Re- 
putation for Capacity, Application, and an oblig- 
ing Deportment, both among the Profeffors and 
Students. He returned from that celebrated Mart 
of Literature, ae vaft Accefiion of Treafure, in 
Books he had purchaled, and Knowledge he had 
amaffed; and intirely incorrupt in his Adorals, 
which he had prelerved as inviolate as he coull 
have done, under the moft vigilant Difcipline, 
though left without any Reftraints but thofe of his 
own’ Virtue and Prudence, 

The Love of Liberty had been always one of Mr, 
Rowe’s moft darling Paffions, He was very muchcore 
firm’d therein, by hi, familiar Acquaintance with the 
Hiftory and noble Authors of antient Greece and 
Rome, whofe very Spirit was transfufed into him, and 
refiding fo long in a Republick, where he had conti- 
nual Examples ef the ineftimable Value of Free- 
dom, asthe Parent of Induftry, the ‘Nurfe of Arts 
and Sciences, and univerfal Source of focial Happi- 
nefs, Tyranny of all Sorts he moft fincerely deteit- 
ed, but moft of all ecclefiajtical, in every Shape 
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deeming the Slavery of ghe Mind, as the moft ab- 


ject and ignominious, fo, in its Confequences, more 
pernicious than any other. His Lives will be a 
glorious Monument of his Love of Liberty in the 
publick Weal ; to which may be added his Poems, 
now firft publifhed, and in both which this com- 
mendable Ardour is very vifible. 

His Defires after Knowledge enlarged with a 
Acquifitions.. All his Morning Hours, and ; 
Jarge Part of the Afternoon, weredevoted to Study, 
till che Time of his being feized with the Diftem- 
per of which he died. His Library, in collecting 
which he was affifted by his accurate Knowledge 
of the beft Editions of Books, confifted of a great 
Number of the moft valuable Authors, and amount- 
ed at his Death to above five thoufand Volumes. 

He was a perfect Mafter of the Greek, Latin, 
and French Languages; and, which is — 
known to happen, had at once fuch a prodizious 
Strength of Memory, and inexhauftible F und of 
Wit, 2 as would fingly have been admired, and much 
more united. ‘Thete Qualities, with an eafy Flu- 
ency of Speech, a Franknefs and Benevolence of 
Temper, a communicative Difpofition, and a na- 
tural Sprightlinefs of Behaviour, made his Compa- 
ny defired by all who knew him. ?T'was impoffible 
any one fhould be indifferent where he was prefent ; 
he animated every Converfation in which he had a 
Part, and charmed the whole Audience. He had 
a Penetration and Quicknels of Thought, hardly 
to be imagined. None of the politer Kinds of 
Learning were neglected by him. He was a good 
Judge in Poetry, and had it in his Power to have 
been an eminent Poet; for he had the vivid Fire, the 
zich Vein, the copious Diétion effential to that Cha- 
racter; but as Poetry was not his predominant In- 
clination, his Genius had not all the _ polifhing 
which Artand conftant Practice might have added 

Lg 
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to Nature. Hiftory was his favourite Study, for 
which his vaft Memory, and exquifite Judgment 
peculiarly qualified him. 

He had formed a Defign to compile the Lives of 
all the illuftrious Perfons in Antiquity omitted by 
Plutarch, and for this Purpefe read the antient 
Hiftorians with ereat Care. This Intention he in 
part executed, ight Lives were publifhed fince 
his Deceafe, by way of Supplement to that admired 
Biographer; in which, though fo young a Guide, 
he itrikes out his Way like one well acquainted 
with the dark and intricate Paths of Antiquity. The 
Stile is perfectly eafy, yetconcifeand nervous; the 
Reflections jult, and fuch as might be expected 
from a Lover of Truth and Mankind; and the 
Facts interefting in themfelves, or made fo by the 
Skill ufed in the Relation. Befides thefe he had fin- 
ifhed and fitted for the Prefs the Life of Thrafybulus, 
which being put into the Hands of Sir Richarg 
Steele, for his Revifal, was, fome how or other, une 
happily loft, and could never fince be recovered, 
The famous Mr. Dacier having tranflated Plu- 
tarch’s Lives into French, with Remarks hittorical 
and critical, the bbe Bellenger added, in 1734, a 
ninth Tome to the other eight, confifting of the 
Life of Hannibal, and Mr. Rowe’s Lives turned by 
him into French; in the Prefaceto which Verfion 
he tranfcribes from the Preface to the Engli/h Edi- 
tion the Character of the Author, with vifible Ap- 
probation, and faith, the Lives were written with 
Tafte, though being a pofthumous Work, the 
Author had not put his laft Hand to it. 

Being at Bath inthe Year1709, Mr. Rowe was 
introduced into Mrs. Singer’s Company, by a Gen- 
tleman of her Acquaintance. The Idea he conceiv- 
ed of her from Report, and from her Writings, 
charmed him; but when he had feen and converfed 
with her, he felt another Kind of Impreffion from 
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the Prefence of fo much Beauty, Wit, and Vir- 
tue; the Efteem he had conceived of her Accom- 
plifhments was heightencd to the Rapture of a Lo- 
ver.* Mrs. Rowe’s exalted Merit and amiable Qua- 
lities could not fail to infpire the moft generous and 
lafting Paffion. Mr. Rowe knew how to value that 
ineftimable Treafure which Providence had favour- 
ed him with, by putting her into his Pofiefiion ; 
and made it his Study to repay the Felicity with 
which fhe crowned liis Life. The Efteem and 
Tendernefs he had for her is inexpreffible, and Pof- 
feffion feemed fcarce to have abated the Fondnefs 
and Admiration of the Lover. ’*I'was fome con- 
fiderable Time after his Marriage, that he wrote to 
hera very tender Ode, under the Name of Delia, 
full of the warmeft Senuments of connubial Friend- 
fhip and Affection ; in which the following Lines 
may appear remarkable, as it pleafed Heaven to 
djfpofe Events in a Manner fo agreeable to the 
Withes expreffed in them. 


So long may thy infpiring Page, 
And great Example blefs the rifing Age ! 
Long inthy charming Prifon may’ft thou ftay, 
Late, very late, alcend the well known Way, 
And add new Glories to the Realms of Day! 
At Jeaft Heav’n will not, fure, this Pray’r deny, 
Short be my Life’s uncertain Date, 
And earlier far than thine the deftin’d Hour of 
Fate! 
Whene’er it comes, may’ft thou be by, 
Support my finking l’rame, and teach me how 
to die ; 


. * Thus far the Memoirs cf Mrs. Rowe and her Confort were 
written by Mr. Henry Greve, a Jearned and pious Minifter 
among the Nonconformifts, lare'y decea‘ed. ‘The Continua 
tion of them is by the ingenious Editor Mr. Theophilus Rowe's 


Own Hand. 
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Banifh defponding Nature’s Gloom, 
Make me to hope a gentle Doom, 
And fix me all on Joys to come! 
With fwimming Eyes .7!! «aze upon thy Charms, 
And cilafp thee ‘dying i 1 my fainting Arms : 
Then gently leaning on thy Bre aft, 
S'ak in foft Slumbers to eternal Reft. 
The ghattly Form wi!l have a pleafing Air, 
And ail Things {mile, while Heav’a and thou 
art there, 


As Mr. Rowe had not arobuft natural Conftitution, 
fo an intenfe Application to Study, beyend what the 
Delicacy of his Frame would bear, might perhaps 
contribute to that ill State of Health, which allay- 
ed the Happinefs of his Marriage Life, during the 
greater Part of it. Inthe Jatter Part of the Year 
1714, his, Weaknefs increafed, and he appeared to 
Jabour under all the Symptoms of a Confumption. 
This fatal Diftemper, after it had confined him 
fome Months, put a Period to his valuable Life, 
Afay 13th, 1715, when he was but juft paft the 
twenty-cighth Year of his Age. 

The exquifite Grief and AMi@ion Mrs. Rowe 
felt for his Lofs, is not to be imagined. She con- 
tinued to the Jaft Moments of her Life to exprefs 
the higheft Veneration and Affection for his Me- 
mory, and a particular Regard and Efteem for his 
Relations. 

Twas only out of Regird to Mr. Rezwe, that 
with his Society fhe was willing to bear London dur- 
ing the Winter Seafon ; and as foon after his De- 
ceafe, as her Affairs would permit, fhe indulged 
her unconquerable Inclinations to Solitude, by re- 
tiring to Frome in Somerfet/hire, 1a the Ne ighbour- 
hood of which Place the greater Part of her -Eftate 
lay. When fhe forfook the Town, the determined 
to return to it no more, but to conceal the Remains 
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der of her Life in an abfolute Retirement ; yet on 
fome few Occafions, fhe thought it her Duty to 
violate this Refolution. In compliance with the 
importunate Requeft of the honourable Mrs.Zhynne, 
fhe paffed fome Months with her at London, after 
the Death of her Daughter the Lady Brooke ; and 
on the melancholy Occafion of the Deceafe of Mrs. 
Thynne herfelf, fhe could not difpnte the Com- 
mands of the Countefs of Heriford, who earneftly 
defired her to refide fome Time with her at AZ@ri- 
borough, to fofien, by her Converfation and Friends 
fhip, the fevere Affitction of the Lofs of fo excel- 
lent a Mother: And my Author thinks, once or 
twice more, the Power this laft Lady had over Mrs, 
Rowe, drew her, by an obliging Kind of Violence, 
to fpend a few Months with her at fome of the Earl 
of Hertford’s Seatsinthe Country. Yet even on thefe 
Occafions, fhe never quitted her Retreat without 
very fincere Regret, and always returned to itagain, 
as foon as ever fhe could, with Decency, difengage 

herfelf from the Importunity of her noble Friends. 
*T was in this Recefs that fhe compofed the moft 
celebrated ofher Works, Friend/bip in Death, and 
the feveral Parts of the Letters Moral and Enter- 
taining. The Drift of the Letters from the Dead is 
(as the ingenious Author of the Preface expreffes it) 
to imprefs the Notion of the Soul’s Immortality, with- 
out which all Virtue and Religion, with their tempo- 
ral and eternal good Confequences, muft fall to the 
Ground ; and to. make the Mind familiar with the 
Thoughts of our future Exiftence, and contraét, as it 
were, an habitual Perfuafion of it, by Writings 
built on that Foundation, and addreffed to the Affettions 
and Imaginations. It may alfo be added, that the 
Defign both of the/z, and the Letters Moral and 
Entertaining, is, by fictitious Examples of the moft 
generous Benevolence and heroick Virtue, to al- 
lure the Reader to the Practice of every Thing that 
enobles 
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enobles human Nature, and benefits the World; 
and by juit aad lively Images of the fharp Remorfe 
and real Milery that atcends the falfe and unworthy 
Satisfactions of Vice, to warn the Young and Un- 
thinking from being feduced by the enchanting 
Name of Pleafure to inevitable Ruin ; the Piety 
of which Defign is the more worthy of the higheft 
Panegyrick, as it is fo uncommon. The greater 
Part of thie Poets of our Country have apparently 
employed all their Wit and Art to difguife the na- 
tive Deformity of Vice, and {tfew Flowers on the 
Paths to’ Perdition. But this excellent Lady (as 
was obferved of an eminent Genius of the laft Age) 
poffefied fo much Strength and Firmnefs of Mind, 
and fuch a perfect natural Goodnefs, as could not 
be perverted by the Largeneis of her Wit, and was 
Proof againft the Art of Poetry itfelf The elegant 
Letiers which gave Occafion to remark this Diftine- 
tion in Mrs. Rowe’s Character, as a polite Writer, are 
not only chafte and innocent, but greatly fubfervient 
to the Intereft of Heaven, and evidently defigned, 
by reprefenting Virtue in all her genuine Beauty, to 
recommend her to the Chgice and Admiration of 
Mankind. . 
In the Year 1736, the Importunity of fome of 
Mrs. Rowe’s Acquaintance, who had feen the 
Hiftory of ‘fofeph in Manutcript, prevailed on her 
(though not without real Reluctance) to fuffer it to 
be made publick. She wrote this Piece in her 
younger Years, and when firft printed had carried 
it on no farther than the Marriage of the Hero of 
the Poem ; but at the Requeft of her Friends (par- 
ticularly of an illuftrious Lady to whom fhe could 
fcarce refufe any Thing) that the Relation might 
include Fofeph’s Difcovery of himiclf to his Bre- 
thren, {fhe added two other Books, the compofing 
of which Iam informed was no more than the La- 
bour of three or four Days. This additional Part, 
U 4 which 
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which was her laft Work, was publifhed but a few 
Weeks before her Death. 

This grand Event, to prepare for which fhe had 
made fo much the Bufinef of her Lite, befel her 
according to her With, in ker beloved Recefs. 
She was favopred with an uncommon Strength fof 
Conftitution, and hai paffed a long Series of Years 
with fcarce any Indiipofition fevere enough to con= 
fine her to her Bed. But about halfa Year before 
her Deceafe fhe was attacked with a Diftemper, 
which feemed to herfelf, as well as others, attended 
with Danger. Tho’ this Diforder ‘ fhe expreffed 
herfelf to one of her moft intimate Friends) found 
her Mind not guite fo ferene and preparcd to meet 
Death as ufual; yet when, by devout Contempla- 
tion’on the Atonement and Mediation of our blef- 
fed Redeemer, fhe had fortified herfelf againft that 
Fear and Diffidence, fron: which the moft exalted 
Piety does not always fecure in fuch an awful Hour, 
fhe experienced fuch divine Satisfaction and Tran- 
fport, that fhe faid with Tcars of Joy, fhe knew 
not that fhe had ever felt the like in all her Life ; 
and fhe repeated on ehis Occafion, Mr. Pope's 
Verfes entitled, The dying Chriftian to bis Soul, with 
an Air of fuch intenie Pleafure, as evidenced that fhe 
really felt al) the elevated Sentiments of pious Ex- 
ftafy and Triumph, which breathe in that exqui- 
fite "Piece of facred Poetry. After this threatning 
Hinefs, Mrs. Rewe recoverca her ufual good State 
of Health; and tho’ at the Time of her Deceale 
fhe was pretty far advanced in Age, yet her exact 
Temperance, and the Calmnefg of her Mind, un- 
difturbed with uneafy Cares and Paffions, encou- 
raged her Friends to flatter themfelves with a much 
longer Enjoyment of fo valuable a Life than it 
pleafed Heaven to allow them. On the Day in 
which fhe was feized with that Diftemper, which 
in a tew Hours proved mortal, fhe feemed to thofe 

about 
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about her to be in perfect Health and Vigour: In 
the Evening of it, at ae eight of the Clock, 
fhe convert fed with a Fricnd with all her wonted 
Vivacity, and not without “~~, er; after which 
fhe retired to her Chamber. t about ten her 
Servant, hearing fome Note ‘h ier Miftrefs’s 
Room, ran infta: itly into it, and found her fallen 
Of the Chair on the Floor, fpeechlefs, and in the 
Agonies of Death. She had the immediate Affi- 
ftance of a Phyfician and Surgeon, but all the 
Means ufed were without Succes ; and after have 
ing given one Groan, fhe expired a few Minutes 
belore two of the Clock on Suiday Morning, Febru- 

ary 20, 1736-7. Her Difeale was ju: loed to be an 
Appoplexy. A pious Book was found lying open 
by her, as alfo fome locfe Papers, on which fhe 
had wrote the following unconnected Sentences, 


O guide, a and counfel, and protect my Soul from Sin? 
O ftcak, and let me know thy beavenly Will, 
Speak evia a to my liji?ning Soul! 

O fill my Soul with Love, and Light, and Peace, 
And « whifper heavenly Comfort to my Soul! 

O freak, celeftial Spirit, in the Strain 

Of Love, and heavily Pleajure to my Scul! 


as tus it appeared, that in reading pious Medi- 
tations, or forming devout Ejaculations for the di- 
vine ‘Favour and “Affittance, Mrs. Rowe made the 
laft Ufe of the Powers of Reafon below the 
Skies. 

As fhe was greatly apprehenfive that the Vio- 
Jence of Pain, or Langour of a Sick-bed, might 
occafion fome Depreffion of Spirits and melanchole 
ly Fears, unfuitable to the Character and Expecta- 
tion of a Chriftian, her manufcript Book of De- 
votions contains frequent Petitions to Heaven, that 


fhe might not, in this Manner, difhonour her Pro- 
feffion 5 
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feffion ; and to her Friends fhe often expreffed her- 
felf defirous of a fudden Removal to the Skies, as 
it muft neceffarily. prevent any fuch indecent Be- 
haviour in her Jaft Moments: So that the Sud- 
dennefs of her Death muy be interpreted as a Re- 
ward of her fingular Piety, and a Mark of the 
divine Favour in An{fwer to her Prayers. 

Thus I have recounted all the material Events 
in the Lives of this amiable Couple, Mr. Thomas 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Rowe. They appear with far 
greater Beauty in the Original, from whence this 
Article is extracted ; where they are connected by 
many beautiful Tranfitions, and fet off with feve- 
ral pleafing Obfervations and Reflections, which 
there wasno Room for in this Compendium. I 
hope I fhall not trefpafs upon my Reader’s Pa- 
tience if I adjoin to the foregoing Memoirs a few 
Paffages of that Character which our Editor has 
drawn up of Mrs, Rowe, and which juftifies the 
general Efteem the World has fo long entertained 
of that excellent Perfon. He fays, ; 

Mrs. Rowe feemed, by the Gaiety and Chear- 
fulnefs of her Temper, to be peculiarly fitted to 
enjoy Life, and all its innocent Satisfactions ; yet, 
inftead of any exceffive Fondnefs of Things pre- 
fent and vifible, her Contempt of what fhe ufed to 
term a low State of Exiftence, and a dull Round 
of infipid Pleafures, and the Ardour with which 
fhe breathed after the divine Enjoyments of a fus 
ture World, were inconceivably great. 

She was not a regular Beauty, yet fhe pofieffed a 
large Meafure of the Charms of her Sex: She was 
of a moderate Stature, her Hair of a fine Colour, 
and her Eyes of a darkifh Grey, enclining to Blue, 
and full of Fire. Her Complexion was very 
fair, and a natural rofy Bluth glowed in her Cheeks, 
She fpoke gracefully, and her Voice was exceeding 
{weet and harmonious, perfectly fuited to to that 

gentle 
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gentle Laneuage which always flowed from her 
Lips. But «5° Softnefs and Benevolence of her 
Afpeé& was beyond all Detcription; it infpired 
irrfittible Lov, yet not without fome Mixture of 
that Awe and Veneratioa, which diftinguithed Senfe 
and Viriue, apparent in the Countenance, are wont 
to create. 

Her Acquaintance with the Great, had taught her 
all tne Accomplifhments of good Breeding, and 
Complacency of Behaviour; and without Forma- 
lity and Aff <tation, fhe practifed, in a diftant So» 
litude; al! tie Addrefs and Politenefs of a Court; 
but fhe lear:.ed no more than the real Elegancies 
of Grandeur. She feemed to have perfectly fub- 
dued the Love of the vain Shew of Life. She 
juftly defpifed the Arts of Drefs and Ornament, 
and endeavoured to infufe the fame Contempt of 
them into all her Acquaintance; yet without fal- 
ling into the other Extreme of indecent Negli- 
gence, : 

She had the happieft Command over her Paf- 
fions, and maintained a conftant Calmnefs of Tem- 
per and Sweetnefs of Difpofition, that could not 
be ruffled with adverfe Accidents. It has been 
queftioned whether fhe was ever angry, efpecially 
with regard to thofe little Misfortunes, and difplea- 
fing Incidents, that commonly occur in Life, and 
which, tho’ really of a trivial Nature, frequently 
prove too itrong Temptations to Indecencies of 
Paffion: She was only wont to turn thefe into Sub- 
jects of Mirth, and agreeable Raillery. 

She was in the utmoft Degree an Enemy to ill- 
natured Satire and Detraction. She was as unac- 
quainted with Envy, as if it had been impoffible 
for fo bafe a Paflion to enter into the human 
Mind. She exceedingly loved to praife, and never 
failed to obferve and applaud every Appearance of 
Merit in thofe with whom fhe was acquainted ; but 

over- 
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overlooked all their Failings with more than even 
the ufual Partiality of Friendfhip. 

She had few Equals in her excellent Turn for 
Converfation.” Her Wit was inexhauftible, and 
fhe exprefled her Thougits in the moft beautiful 
and flowing Eloquence.—It was hardly poffible to be 
in her Company without becoming wifer and bet- 
ter, or to leave it without Regret, 

Under the ftrongft Temptations to Pride, fhe 
retained all the Humility of the meancf{t and moft 
obf{cure Perfon of the human Race.—She was ex- 
quifitely fenfible of her own Defects. —She affumed 
no indecent Share in Converfation, and was fre- 
quently filent on Subjects fhe well underftood, and 
on which fhe could have difplayed her Wit to 
great Advantage.—She never dictated to others, 
nor arrogated any RKefpect or Deference to her 
‘own Sentiments ; but in converfing with Perfons of 
Parts and Abilities, far bencath her own, ftudied 
to make the Superiority of her Geiius eafy to them, 
by the moft obliging Goodneis and Condefcenfion 
of Behaviour,—She iafinitely loved and reverenced 
true Goodnefs, and paid a peculiar Reipeét to fin- 
cere Picty, when great Degrees of Ignorance, and 
extremely mean Circumftances, might have quite 
obfcured it to lefs humble and geacrous Minds. 

She was untainted with that Love of Pleafure 
which has fo univerfally corrupted the prefent Age, 
and is juftly thought to have the moft unfriendly 
Influence on the nobleft Kinds of Virtue.—The 
native Grandeur of her Soul preferved her from a 
‘Fondnefs for any kind of Luxury ; judging it much 
beneath the Dignity of a Being poflefs’d of Reafon, 
and born for Immortality. 

She had a Contempt of Riches that has been 
rarely equalled, and which may be regarded as the 
certain Mark of a truly great Mind—The Love 
of Money fhe thought the mof fordid and — 
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of Paffions.—She could fearce bear the Mention of 
Injuftice, without trembling ; and the Tendernefs 
and Delicacy of her Confcience, with regard to 
this Sin, was fo great, that fhe hardly thoughe fhe 
could keep far en nowgh trom it. 

Her Indifference to Fame was no lefs remarkable ; 
as fhe feemed to fhun it by concealing hertelf, dur- 
ing almolt the Whole of her Life, in an obfcure 
Solitude, fo fhe practifed no Arts to promote her 
Reputation. 

She was exemplary tor every relative Duty. 
Filial Piety was a remar!cable Part of her Charac- 
ter. She loved the bett of Fathers as fhe ought, 
and repaid his uncommon Care and Tendernels by 
all juft Returns of Duty and Affection. She has 
been heard to fay, That fhe could die rather than 
difpleafe bim ; and the Anguifh the felt at feeing 
him in Pain in his laft Sickneh was fo great, that 
it occafioned fome Kind of Convulfion, a Diforder 
from which fhe was wholly free in every other 
Part of her Life. 

When fhe was entered into a marriage State, 
the higheft Efteem and moit tender Afitction ap- 
peared in all her Conduct to Mr, Rowe; and by 
the moft gentle and obliging Manners, and the 
Exercife of Overy focial and ¢ good: natured Virtue, 
fhe confirmed the I mpi e the had gained over his 
Ffeart. She made it her Study to fotten the Anx- 
ieties, and heighten ail the Satisfactions of his Life. 
—Her Tendernefs of him, during the long IInefs 
that preceded his Death, was hardiy to be imagined. 
She partook his fleepleis Nights, and never quitted 
his Bed, unlefs to ferve or to watch by him, And 
as the could fearce be eaperfuaded to forfake even his 
breathlefs Clay, fo fhe confecrated ker future Years 
to his Memory, by honouring his Afhes with a 
Refolution of perpetual Widowhood, which fhe in- 
violadly maintained, She mourned over the ne 
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of her Husband and Father, with all that Tender- 
nefs and Senfibility which cught to touch every 
humane and generous Heart, at the Lofs of the 
deareft Perfons on Earth; yet her Submiffion to 
the Will of Heaven was without the leaft Mure 
mur, and altogether fuicable to that eminent Pie- 
ty which appeared in every other Part of her Life. 

She was a gentle and kind Miftrefs; treating 
her Servants with great Condefcenfion and Good- 
nefs. She was a warm and generous Friend 3 juft, 
if not partial, to the Merit of thoie whom fhe 
Joved, and moft gentle and candid to their Errors, 
She had a moft God-like Difpofinon. The Exer- 
cife of Charity was half the Pleafure, and I may 
add, the Bufinefs, of her Life. Nor was this only 
the peculiar Softnefs of her Sex, or a natural Feli- 


‘city of Temper, but the moft virtuous Defire to 


diffufe Happinefs. Her Zeal to do generous Ac- 
tions is inexpreffible ; it broke out on all poffible 
Occafions. — Her Charities were fo great (if we 
confider the Mediocrity of her Fortune) that they 
can fcarce be paraleil’d. * 

She had an inexpreffible Love and Veneration 
for the Holy Scriptures, and was affiduous in the 
Reading of them, particularly the New Teftament, 
the P/alms, and thofe Parts of the Prophetical Wri- 
tings which relate to our blefled Saviour.— The 
Fervour of her Zeal in the Caufe of Religion was 
beyond the Rate of common Examples. As fhe 
could not command her Tears of Tranfport when 
fhe was Witnefs to any eminent Inftance of Piety 3 
fo, on the other hand, the fatal Advances of Infi- 
delity in this Nation, rent her very Soul. She 
{poke with the higheft Efteem and Gratitude of 
thofe excellent Perfons, who, in the prefent Age, 
have defended Chriftianity by their learned Wri- 


* The Detail our Editor has given of them, in{pires a moff 
noble Idca of her Benevolence, . 
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tings, and truly venerated them as publick Benes 
factors to Mankind, 

She feemed born for the Praétice of fublime and 
afcetic Piety ; ‘twas the fupreme Pleafure of her 
Life ; yet fhe did not fet too high a Value on 
{trong Emotions of the Paffions, and religious 
Fervours ; nor was tempted by the Love of Devo- 
tion to prefer it to focial Virtue. She poffefsd a 
large Meafure of that Serenity and Chearfulnefs of 
Temper which feems naturally to flow from con- 
{cious Goodnefs, and the Hopes of the divine Fae 
vour. 

‘¢ Fer Love of Piety was not confined to thofe 
“© of her own Party in Religion; and it ought to 
‘¢ be related as an exemplary Inftance of Chrif. 
¢¢ tian Moderation, that fhe continued all the lat- 
‘¢ ter Part of her Life in conftant Communion 
<¢ with fome who differed from her in Articles 
«¢ which fhe thought of great Importance ; though 
«fhe was frequently follicited to an oppofite Con- 
<< duct by Perfons of a more narrow Spirit, and 
‘© could not efcape Cenfure for her Adherence to 
“¢ the Charity of the Gofpel. And as her Zeal did 
¢¢ in no Part of her Life degenerate into religious 
“© Fury 3 fo, towards the Clofe of it, her gentle 
‘© and charitable Difpofitions encreafed, and fhe 
¢< feemed to be vifibly ripening into the Temper 
«< of that bleffed Region to which fhe was foon to 
<< be removed.” 

Her Friendfhips were founded on Virtue, not fo 
much regarding a perfect Agreement in thofe leffer 
Matters which divide us as Chriftians and Engli/hmen; 
in which fhe fhewed a generous Mind, elevated a- 
bove the mean Principles of Party and Bigotry. 

She was favour’d with the Efteem and Acquaintance 
of the Countefs of Wincheljea, the Vifcountefs Wey- 
mouth, the Vifcountels Scudamore, the Lady Care 
geret, the Lady Brooke, the Honourable Mr. Zhynne, 
the 
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Bath aud Weils, Sie Rickard Blackmore, Dr. Watts, 
Mr. Prior, Mr. Grove, &c. But above all, fhe 
poffeffed the higheft Degree of Friendfhip with 
another illuftrious Ornament of the Age, which, 
as it began as foon as ever her Ladyfhip was capabie 
of this generous Paffion, fo it continued, without 
the leaft Interruption, to the laft Moments of Mrs. 
Rowe’s Life. And there cannot, as our ingenious 
Editor remarks, be a more advantagecus Conelu- 
fion of the Character of this excellent Perfon, than 
Jetting the World know, Yhat ber Life was bo- 
nour'd with the Friendfbip, and her Death lamented 
with ibe Tears, of the Counte/s of siE RTFORD. 


SE Tic: & Aa: 


Dr. Pemberton’s Reply fo she Obfervations, 
that were publifh’d in The Hiftory of the 
Works of the Learned for the laft Month. 


YA HE THER this Gentleman be the fame 

with Philaletbes, or not, is thus far at leaft 
material, that if he be the fame Perfon, which, I 
believe, no one doubts, it fhews how unwilling he 
is to relinquifh the Difpute, though he has nothing 
farther to advance in defence of his Explanation 
of Sir J/zac Newfon: And tho’ a Pretence has been 
often inculcated for his quitting the Controverfy 
under that Name ; yet the true Reafon does, as I 
apprehend, beft appear from the State wherein the 
Difpute was left. Of this I fhall take leave to 
repeat the following Specimen. His Definition 
ot a Nafcent increment was this: A Nafcent Incre- 
ment is an Increment juft beginning to exift from no- 
intg, or suff beginning to be generated, but not yes 
arrived 
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arrived at any alignable Magnitude, bow finall ja- 
ever. * And he perfifted in the Defence of it, 
till reduced to this Conceffion, that he had no Idea 
in Quantity of a Mediuny between nothing and a 
finite Quantity, + ‘ 

Upon what Principle does this Writer affert, 
that he knows of no opprobious Terms ufed on his 
Part in this Difpute, when the Paragraph immedi- 
ately preceding is fovery abufive ? This is all I 
fhall fay at prefent to this ttrange Affertion. 

Cannot this Perfon perceive, that it may be fit- 
ting to remove Calumnies, and yet as reafonable 
to decline any frefh Point of Difpute with one who 
can be guilty of them, 

Tho? I am faid not yet to have directly affirmed 
acertain Point; I have not only obferved, that 
nothing in the Order of my Words, as was pre- 
tended, reftrained them to the Senfe which was 
endeavoured to be put upon them ; but alfo, that 
by the ‘Phrafe, @ Degree of Celerity, 1 did not in- 
tend that Meaning, which this Writer in Defence 
of the Senfe, he would attribute to me, has aicri- 
bed to it. In regard to this Phrafe I have expreffed 
myfelf thus; Yat this was not my Meaning is ma- 
nifeft, Fc. § Now doubtleis to affert a Thing to 
be manifeft, is very directly affirming it to be wue. 
I did not indeed content myfelf with the bare Al- 
fertion, but proved it by a Method certainly unex- 
ceptionable, viz. by fhewing how I had afterwards 
expreffed myfelf on the fame Subject, before this 
Phrafe had been excepted to. || 

That this Gentleman fhould be of Opinion, that 
Philalethes has cleared up the Miftake mentioned, 
concerning parabolical Curves, will, .1 believe, be 


* Minute Mathematician, p. 19. 
+ Works of the: Learned for Fu/y, 1737, P- 75- 
$ Ibid. for Fed, laf, p. 148. | 
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thought an additional Proof of what I brought it 
for, 

As itis here acknowledged, that the utmoft Con- 
dition required of me was to affign the Velocity, 
this Condition I have indubitably complied with. 
He delivered the Condition in thefe Words, To 
affign a Velocity for the Increafe of the Lines, is not 
barely to exprefs what the Velocity ts at one jingle 
Inftant of Time during that Increafe ; but fo to expre/s 
it, as that it may be known whether the Velocity is 
uniform, or variable, and how it varies.* Now I 
do not remember it has yet been attempted to fhew, 
that I have not complied with the true and full 
Senfe of thefe Words ; inftead thereof the Condition 
in affigning the Velocity was, after my Demonftra- 
tion was publifhed, given in other Terms,** 
which at Jaft appear to have been calculated with a 
direct Defign of excluding that particular Manner 
of Increafe, which I had propofed. But why I ac- 
cepted of this fecond Defcription of the Velocity, I 
have already fufficiently explained.§ 

Where he has fhewn the Difparity between my 
Cafe, andthat of Pdilaletbes, with which I com- 
pared it, I know not. I remember when it was 
once beforeafferted, without any Thing more faid to 
"prove it + than at prefent: And I have fince di- 
ftinétly fet forth in what Manner they agree.| 

I am thus much of the fame Opinion with this 
Gentleman, as to think we ought not to be far from 
an Agreement, efpecially in a Point which he 1s 
now defirous to have thought of little Confequence. 
For he had laid down a Propofition, which I cen- 
fured as not in general true. He affirmed the con- 
trary. But I have produced a Cafe, wherein he 
does not pretend the Propofition to be true: And 


* Works of the Learned for Zune laft. p. 442. 
** Ibid. for Aug. laft. p.124. — § Ibid. for Feb. laft. 150, 
+ Ibid. for Dec. Jail. p.422. | Ibid. for Fed. laft. p. 1 
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the Argument, by which he would here exclude 
that Cafe from his Propofition, is altogether inva- 
lid, It isdrawn from a Defcription of the Condi- 
tions to be obferved in affigning the Velocity, 
which he dreffed up after my Demonftration was 
publifhed, intending, as it now appears, to have 
thofe Words taken in a Senfe, which fhould ex- 
clude the Cafe of my Demonftration. However I 
have proved, that this his fecond Defcription of the 
Velocity cannot be underftood in fuch a Senfe as 
to exclude my Cafe, without charging Philalethes 
with an evident Miftake, which may indeed account 
for the Error in Difpute, but is no Defence of it.* 

In a Word, our whole Debate feems at prefent 
to be reduced to this, whether I fhould have accepe 
ted this Writer’s fecond Defcription of the Condi- 
tions to be obferved in the Increafe of the Lines ; 
for that the Mode of Increafe, I have affigned to 
them, is agreeable to what is admitted in the very 
firft Principles of the Doétrine of Fluxions, is not 
denied, and therefore muft be allowed to conftitute 
a genuine Cafe of his Propofition, according to the 
true Meaning and Extent of his Words. 


* Works of the Learned for Fed. laft, p. 150. 152. 





ARTICLE Xx. 


To the Author of the Hiftory of the Works 
of the Learned. 
SIR, 


PON reading the firft Article of the Works 

of the Learned for Fanuary laft, I wasa little 
furprifed to find the ingenious Writer of that Letter 
even ftepping out of his Way, to fall foul upon the 
late Sir P— K-~, and ranking the Author of the 
- ; Xx 3 En- 
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Enquiry into the Conftitution, Dijcipline, &c. of the 
Primitive Church, amongi{t the erranteft of falfe, 
orat beft, carelefs, and prejudiced Quoters of Au- 
thors ; amifchievous Enemy to the C—h of E—d, 
and to the Publick ; and a Deceiver of his Readers 
and Admirers in Points of great Confequence ; who 
was himfelf convinced of his Miftakes, good Part 
of twenty Years, and yet had never the Honour, 
nor Confcience to make Reparation. See Hit. of 
the Works of the Learned for Jan. 1739. Page 20, 
21, 22. 

As to the very extraordinary Quotation he is 
charged with, it may be found in the firft Section 
of the fifth Chapter of the Enquiry, though it 1s not 
‘particularly referred to in the Works of the Learned. 
Your reverend and learned Correfpondent fays, 
‘© Phat the Author of the Huguiry, quoting /ena- 
“° tins, makes him fay that Chriftian Deacons were 
** fonly] Munifters of Cups and Meats ; but un- 
‘¢ Juckily omits the Negatives, which makes a 
‘© Jittle? (T take it for granted he means a very ma- 
teria!) Alteration in the Text,” fc. If the 
Author of the Enquiry had indeed inferted the 
Word [only] as his Cenfurer has done by Way. of 
Innuendo, the Omiffion of the Negative Particle 
had been very material; but as it is, the careful 
and unprejudiced Reader will find the Thing comes 
all to one. For what real Difference is there be- 
twixt faying, They were Minifters of Cups and 
Meats, and the Church’s Servants for other Pur- 
poes alo 3 fuch as affifting in the Celebration 


oe 


ot the Eucharift, Preaching, Baptizing, &c. 


vhich is that Author’s Account of the Matter ; 
and faying,- They were [not only] Deacons of Cups 
oud Meats, but the Church’s Minijters or Servants 


jor eloer Purpofes alfo? NWNould not any one who 


trulted to th’s Remark in the Works of the Learn- 
ed, conclude Sir Pete K— argued upon the pre- 
} tended, 
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tended, the mangled and perverted Authority of 
Ignatius, that Chriftian Deacons were only Mini= 
{ters of Cups and Meats, exclufive of any other 
Service ; and had omitted or over-looked the jot 
in this Sentence to make it ferve his Purpofe ; 
whereas nothing can be farther from the manifeft 
Intention of that more honeit, and more careful 
Writer ; and I fuppofe the Doétor himfelf does 
not imagine this Negative was defigned by Jgna- 
tius to exclude Deacons from being Minifters of 
Cups and Meats, or rather, of the Churches in 
Cups and Meats; and then this Sentence is a Con 
ceffion and good Teftimony from that antient 
Writer, that this was a Part of the Deacons Office, 
tho’. not the Whole; and this is all the Writer of 
the Enquiry quotes it for. Where then is the 
great Error and Miftake, or, charitably {peaking, 
even afastia or Overfight, committed by the Au- 
thor of the Enquiry in this Inftance, over which 
this learned Critick fo triumphs, and from whence 
he takes Occafion to reprefent Sir P— K as 
making indeed a great Figure in his Profeffion, 
but a defpicable one out of it. He thinks him- 
felf obliged indeed, from a Paffage in an anony- 
mous. Letter to the prefent AB, to do the Writer 
of the Enquiry fome Juftice. But I beg Leave to 
appeal, in Behalf of that Writer, from this wor- 
thy Gentleman’s Judicature to that of the Publick, 
and of the unprejudiced, or lefs prejudiced learn- 
ed World. And why muft Sir P— K— be re- 
prefented as venturing out of his Profeffion, his 
Sphere, and his Depth, when he wrote the En- 
quiry ? Is not Divinity every Chriftian’s Profeffion ? 
Was it not, and Church Hiftory too, this truly 
great Perfon’s ferious Study even before the Law? 
and was he not qualified by his great and early 
Learning of that Sort, as well as uncommon Inte-. 
grity, to have been the Honour, if not the Oracle 
of Divinity, as well as the Law? An 
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An Anfwer was made indeed, about twenty-fix 
Years afterwards, by a very learned and judicious 
Divine, to this Book, or rather, if 1 remember 
right, (for I have not that Anfwer by me, and ’tis 
twenty Years fince I read it) to about a third Part 
of it; which Sir P— K— might read and fee in 
Manufcript, before it was printed, for ought I 
know ; he might have it in his Power effectually 
to prevent the printing of it; but did not, no, he 
fcorned any fuch unfair Way of treating an Adver- 
fary; and was too great a Friend to Liberty, 
Truth, and free Enquiry, to fupprefs any, ever fo 
Feeble an Effay towards convincing the World, 
his Countrymen, or himfelf of any Miftakes; or 
even not to return the Author Thanks at leaft for 
his Good-will to him and to Truth, ’Tis not im- 
poffible too, he might acknowledge, it had con 
vinced him of fome Miftakes ; but they muft have 
been Miftakes of no Confequence, at leaft in his 
Opinion, or, I will extend my Charity beyond 
that of your learned Friend, and believe he had 
the Honour and Confcience to have made as open 
and publick a Declaration and Recantation of 
them as his Adverfaries could wifh. I don’t take 
upon me to difpute the Truth of the Account of 
the anonymous Letter Writer ; but cannot help ob- 
ferving, that fcarce any Man of uncommon Repu- 
tation in the World, has happened ever fo little to 
diffent from human.Eftablifhments in Religion, 
concerning whom fome fuch Tale has not been 
trumpt up after his Death. For my Part, I fhould 
think the Ch— of EH——« and the Publick, fo far 
trom being wounded or injured, or even affronted 
by any fuch Writings or Enquiries, that they have 
at leaft as much Reafon to thank and encourage the 
Authors as Sir P— K— to do fo by his Anfwerer ; 
and they certainly would do fo, if they were as 
wife, as honeft, and as good tempered as he = 

S 


Art.20. For APRIL, 1739. 309 


As to his Readers and Admirers, they are very con- 
tent to find themfelves reprefented as eafily deluded 
poor Wretches by the fame Pen, and in the fame 
Page, that reprefents Sir P— K.- as their De- 
ceiver; tho’ this learned Gentleman might have 
known, that the fame Account, in the Main, had 
been given of the Conftitution and Difcipline of 
the primitive Church, fupported by the fame Au- 
thorities, before Sir P— K- was born tho’, 
perhaps, not laid together in fo fhort a Compafs ; 
and there are tolerably learned, and honeft difin- 
terefted Men, now of the fame Opinion in moft 
of thefe Points ; not becaufe of his Book, for they 
have carefully confulted the fame antient Writings 
themfelves ; and cannot help obferving, fometimes, 
in Writers of the other Side, fomething of the 
fame Frailty hcre charged upon the Author of the 
Enquiry : Our Opponents would do well therefore ' 
to confider the Mote in their own Eye, as well as 
behold the Beam in ours. 

I humbly ask your very worthy Correfpondent’s 
Pardon for taking this Freedom with him; and 
yours for troubling you with any Remarks from fo 
mean a Hand as that of, SIR, 

Mar.15, 1733. Your conftant Reader, Se. 











ARTICLE Xi. 
awit T.Q. 


Giufeppe del Titolo di S. Tommafo in Parione 
della §. R. C. Prete Card. Firrao. 


SENDO ftate dalla Santita di Noftro Sig- 
nore Papa CLemENnTeE XII. felicemente Reg- 
nante nella fua Bolla, che comincia ; In eminenti 
Ji 28. Aprile proffimo paffato, condannate con pena 
di Scommunica ad effo riferuata alcune cape 
, 
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Ageregazioni, e Radunanze, fotte nome di Lideri 
Muratori, o fia Francs Maffons, a quali. conuiene 
piu tofto titolo di vere Conuenticole, le quali con 
-apparenza di Societa ciuile, ammettono Huomini 
di qualunque Setta, e Religione, con ftretto vincolo 
di fegreto, ed anco con giuramento fopra la Biblia 
Sagra, per quello, che in dette Radunanze, e Con- 
venticole fi trattaffe, o facaffe ; E perche tali Aggre- 
Pazioni, Radunanze,¢€ Conuenticole non folo fono fo- 
{pette di occultaErefia, ma in oltre fono pericolofe alla 
publica quiete,ed alla ficurezzo dello StatoEcclefiafti- 
co, giacche fe non conteneficro materi¢ contrarie alla 
Fede Ortodoffa, ed allo ftato, e quiete della Republi- 
ca non fi vferebbero tanti vincol: di fegretezza, come 
prudentemente fi confidera nella Bolla fudetta, volen- 
do la Santita di Noftrp Signore, che nello Stato fuo, 
e della Santa Sede Apoftolica, ceffino totalmente, e 
fi difciolghino tali perniciofiffime Aggregazioni, 
Radunanze, e Conuenticole, ed acciocche quelli, 
che non vengono contenuti dal timore delle Cenfure, 
venghino alméno raffrenati dalle pene temporal ; 
Col prefente Editto d’ordine della Santita di 
Noftro Signore fi proibifce a qualurique Perfona di 
ogni feffo, ftato, .¢ condizione, ancorche Ecclefiaiti- 
ca, Secolare, o Regolare di qualunque iftituto, 
grado, edignita, ancorche priulegiata, e priuilegi- 
otiffima, e di cui doueffe farfi efpreffa e fpecial men- 
zione, comprefe ancora le quattro Legazioni di 
Bologna, Ferrara, Romagna, Vrbino, e la Citta, 
e Ducato di Benevento, che -neffuna ardifca di ra- 
dunarfi, e congregarfi, e di aggrefi in luogo alcuno 
fotto le judette Societa, e Congregazioni di Liberi 
Muratori, Francs Maffons, o fotto qualfiuoglia altro 
titolo, o velame, ne di trouarfi prefente a talr Ra 
dunanze, e Congregazioni, fotto penadella morte, 
¢ confilcazione de Beni da incorrerfi irremiffibil- 
mente fenza f{peranza di grazia. | 
Similmente fi proibifce a qualunque Perfona co- 
me fopradi ricecare, o tentare veruno ad aggregarfi 
a 





Art,22. For APRIL, 1739. 307 


a tali Societa, Radunanze, o Congregazioni, e pre- 
ftare a tal’ effetto alle medefime Radunanze, o 
Congregazioni alcun configlio, aiuto, o fauore, 
fotto le medefime pene di fopra efpreffe, eda quelli, 
che daffero commodo, o di Cafa, o di altro luogo 
ancorche con titolo di affitto, preftito, a qualunque 
contratto, per far fimili Radunanze, o Conuenticole, 
oltre le pene fudette, ancor quella della demolizione 
della Cofo, o Cafe, o altri loughi, oue fi faceffero 
tali Radunanze, e Conueaticole, volendo, che per 
incorrere le pene fudette di demolizioni baftino per 
prefumere la f{cienza nelli Padroni di dette Cafe, e 
luoghi le congetture, amminicoli, e prefunzioni an- 
cora umane fenza ammetterfi fcufe diforte alcuna. 

FE, perche e volonta efpreffa di Noftro Signore, 
che debbano fcioglierfi, e totalmente ceffare. tali 
Aggregazioni, Societa, e Conuenticole, come per- 
niciofe, e fofpettifflime di Erefia, e Sedizione, or- 
dina, che qualunque Perfona come fopra la quale 
auera notizia, che fieguano in auuenire le fudette 
Radunanze, Congregazioni, e Conuenticole, oche 
farana ricercati ad aggregarfi alle medefime, e ne 
fiano in qualunque modo complici, © partecipi, 
debbano fotto pena di fcudi mille d’oro, ed altre 
ancora corporali graui da eftenderfi alla Galera ad 
arbitrio, riuelarlea Sua Eminenza, o al Capo del 
Tribunale ordinario della Citta, o altri Luoght, 
ne’ quali fi veniffe acontrauenire al prefente Editto, 
coll’ afficurazione, che tali Riuelatori faranno tenuti 
inuiolabilmente fegreti, e faranno ficuri, e graziati 
di ogni pena nella quale foffero incorfi, 

Ed acciocche neffuno poffa fcufarfi dell’ obligo 
di rivelare fotto il mendicato pretefto di figillo na~ 
turale, o qualunque giuramento piu fagrofanto, o 
altro pitt ftretto vincolo, d’ordine della medefima 
Santita Sua fi fa noto a tutti, che talobligo di fi- 
cillo naturale, 0 qualunque forte di giuramento in 
yna materia vecraminobt, € gia condannata fotta 

pena 
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pena di Scommunica come fopra, ‘non tiene, ne 
obliga in modo alcuno, effendo di fua natura nullo, 
irrito, e di niun’valore, &c. 

Vogliamo, che il prefente Editto affiffo ne’ foliti 
Luoghi di Roma obblighi Roma, e fuo Diftretto, e 
nel termine di 20. giorni tutto lo Stato Ecclefiafti- 
co comprefe anche le Legazioni, e le Citta di Bolog= 
na, Ferrara, e Beneuento, come fe foffe ftato a ciaf- 
cheduno perfonalmente intimato. Dato in Roma 
quefto di 14. Gennaro 1739. 

G. Card. Firrao. 


Girolamo de Bardi Segr. 


In ROMA, Nella Stamperia della Rev. Cam. 
Apoft. 1739. 


ARTiLCLE -XXi. 
=o. 2. 


Jofeph Cardinal Firrao, of the Title of St. Tho- 


mias zz Pario, 


HERE AS the Holinefs of our Sovereign 

¥ Lord Pope Clement XII. happily reigning, 

in his Bull of the 28th of April laft, beginning In 
eminenti, condemn’d, under Pain of Excommuni- 
cation referved to himfelf, certain Companies, So- 
cieties, and Meetings, under the Title of Free 
Mafons, more proper to be called Conventicles, 
which, under the Pretext of Civil Society, admit 
Men of any Sect and Religion, with a ftrict Tie of 
Secrecy, confirmed by Oath on the facred Bible, 
as to all that is tranfacted or done in the faid Meet- 
ings and Conventicles: And, whereas fuch Socie- 
ties, Meetings, and Conventicles are not only fu- 
{pected of occult Herefy, but even dangerous to 
publick Peace, and the Safety of the aaa moe 
tate; 
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State; fince if they did not contain Matters con- 
trary to orthodox Faith, to the State, and to the 
Peace of the Commonwealth, fo many and ftrict 
Ties of Secrecy would nof be required, as it is 
wifely taken notice of in thé aforefaid Bull; and it 
being the Will of the Holinefs of our faid Lord, 
that fuch Societies, Meetings, and Conventicles to- 
tally ceafe and be diffolved, and that they who are 
not conftrain’d by the Fear of Cenfures, be curb’d 
at leaft by temporal Punifhments : 

Therefore it is the exprefs Order of his Holinefs, 
by this Edié to prohibit all Perfons, of any Sex, 
State, or Condition foever, whether Ecclefiaftick, 
Secular, or Regular, of whatever Inftitute, Degree, 
or Dignity, tho’ ordinarily or extraordinarily pri- 
ledged, even fuch as require fpecial and exprefs 
Mention to be made of them, comprehending the 
four Legations of Bologne, Ferrara, Romany, Ur- 
bin, and the City and Dukedom of Bennevent ; and 
it is hereby forbidden that any do prefume to meet, 
affemble, or affociate in any Place under the faid 
Societies, or Affemblies of Free Maj/ons, or under 
any other Title or Cloke whatfoever, or even be 
prefent at fuch Meetings and Affemblies, under 
Pain of Death and Conhication of their Effects, to 
be irremiffibly incurr’d without Hopes of Grace. 

It is likewifle prohibited, as above, to any Per- 
fon foever to feek or tempt any one to affociate 
with any fuch Societies, Meetings, or Affemblies, 
or to advife, aid, or abet to the like Purpofe the 
faid Meetings or Affemblies, under the Penalties 
abovefaid ; and they who fhall furnifh or provide 
a Houfe, or any other Place for fuch Meetings or 
Conventicles to be held, tho’ under Pretext of Loan, 
Hire, or any other Contract foever, are hereby 
condemned, over and above the aforefaid Penalties, 
to have the Houfe, or Houfes, or other Places 
where fuch Meetings and Conventicles fhall be held 

| utterly 
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utterly erafed and demolifhed ; and it is his Holi- 
nefs’s Will, that to incur the abovefaid Penalty of 
Demolition, any human Conjectures, Hints, or 
Prefumptions, may and fhall fuffice for a Prefump- 
tion of Knowledge in the Landlords of fuch Houtes 
and Places, without Admiffion of any Excufe foever, 

And becaufe it is the exprefs Will of our faid 
Lord that fuch Meetings, Societies, and Conven- 
ticles do ceafe, as pernicious, and fufpect of Heres 
fy and Sedition, and be utterly diffolved; his Ho- 
linefs does hereby ftrictly order, that any Perfons, 
as above, who fhall have notice for the future of 
the holding of the faid Meetings, Affemblies, and 
Conventicles, or who fhall be follicited to affociate 
with the fame, or are in any Manner Accomplices 
or Partakers with them, be obliged, under the Fine 
of athoufand Crowns in Gold, befides other grievous 
corporal Punifhments, the Gallies not to be except- 
ed, to be inflicted at Pleafure, to denounce them to 
his Eminence, or to the Chief, Magiftrate of the or- 
dinary Tribunal of the Cities, or other Places in 
which the Offence fhall be committed, contrary to 
this Edict; with Promife and Affurance to fuch 
Denouncers or Informers, that they fhall be kept 
inviolably fecret and fafe, and fhall] farther obtain 
Grace and Immunity, notwithftanding any Penalty 
they themfelves may or fhall have incurred. 

And that no one may excufe-himfelf from the 
Obligation of informing under the borrowed Pres 
text of- natural Secret, or the moft facred Oath, or 
other ftri¢ter Tye, by Order of his faid Holinefs, 
Notice js hereby given toall, that fuch Obligation 
of natural Secret, or any Sort of Oath in criminal 
Matters, and already condemned under: Pain of 
Excommunication, as above, neither holds nor 
binds in any Manner, being nul, made void, and 
of no Force, &c. | ; ; 

*Tis our Will that the prefent Edict, when affixed 

in 
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in the ufual Places in Rome, do oblige and bind 
Rome and its Diftri€t, and from the Term of 
twenty Days after he vligks Ecclefiaftical State, 
comprehending even the Legations and Cities of 
Bologne, Ferrara, and Bencvento, in the fame 
Manner as if they had been perfonally‘notified- to 
each of them. Given in Rome this 14th ~~ of 
Fanuary, 1739. 
Jofeph Cardinal Firrao. 

Jerome de Bardi, Secretary, 

Rome, In the Stamp-Office of the Reverend Apo- 
ftolick Chamber. 1739. 


4 


The following Article alfo has been juft cialis 
ted tous from Rome. 


ARTICLE XXIiIl. 
DECRETUM. 
Feria 4. die 18, Februarii, 1739. 


ACRA Congregatio eminentiffimorum et re- 
, » verendiffimorum dominorum S. R. E. cardina- 
Jium in tota republica chriftiana contra hereticam 
pravitatem, generalium Inquifitionum, habita in 
conventu S. Marie, fupra Minervam, expendens, 
quod non fine magno Chrifti fidelium fcandalo in 
lucem prodierit quidam libellus, Gallico idiomate 
impreflus, mole quidem parvus, fed abundantia 
malitiz teterrimus fub titulo Relation <Apolo- 
gitique, et, biftorique de le. fociete des Franc-Ma- 
fons, par F. G. D. M. F. M. a Dublin chez Patri- 
ce Odoroko, 1738. in quo libello focietatis libero. 
rum ceementariorum, merito jam a S. fede damna- 
te, exhibetur Apologia; poft maturum examen 
illius, cenfura eaque fanétiffimo domino noftro 
CLEMENT 1. P. P, xii, relata una cum ~~ 
em 
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dememinentiffimorum et reverendiffimorum D, D> 
cardinalium fuffragus de mandato fanctitatis fuze 
memoratum libellum, tanquam continentem pro- 
pofitiones, et principia impia prafentis decreti 
yigori damnat, ct prohibet. ¢ 

Qua propter ut tam noxium, et nefarium opus, 
‘quantum fieri poteft, abolearur, aut faltem non fine 
perpetua infamia nota recoli unquam poffir, facra 
eadem congregatio de mandato, ut fupra, pregepit 
ut. idem ipfum in-Platea S, Mariz fupra Minervam 
die 25 currentis menfis, eo tempore, quoin proximo 
ejufdem S. Marizconventu habebitur congregatio, 
publice per juftitiz miniftrum comburatur. 

Preeterea ipfa facra Congregatio juffu fan¢titatis 
fuze diftricte vetat, et prohibet omnibus Chriftifi- 
delibus ne quis dictum libellum przfenti decreto 
vetitum quocunque idiomate, et verfione vulgatum, 
feu impofterum (quod abfit) vulgandum audeat ullo 
modo, et fub quocunque przetextu defcribere, impri- 
mere, aut defcribi, vel imprimi facere, neque apud 
fe retinere, aut legere valeat ve] eens fub pzx- 
na excommunicationis per contrafacientes abfque ulla 
declaratione ipfo facto incurrenda, fed illum ordi- 
nariis locorum, aut hzreticz pravitatis inquifitori- 
bus f{tatim et cum effectu tradere, et confignare te- 
neatur, qui nulla interpofita mora eum comburant 
aut comburi faciagt. 

Die 25 Februarii, 1739. 

Paulus Antinus Capellorius S, Romanz et uni- 
verfalis Inquifitionis notarius, 

Loco + figilli, . 

Die 25 Februarii 1739 fupra dictum decretum 
afixum et publicatum fuit ad valvas bafilice prin- 
cipis apoftolorum _palatii S. officii ac aliis locis fo- 
lis et confuetis urbis,. per me Petrum Romola- 
tium fanctiff. Inquifitionis auctorem. 

Rome, Typisreverende camere Apoftolicz, 1739s 
Communicated by ee Rawlinfon, La L, D. 
RS. 









